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MBHS Course Selection Guide 
 

Welcome January 2014 
 
Dear Student: 

 

Welcome to registration!  It is a pleasure to provide you with this booklet to serve as a guide in choosing courses and 

activities for the next year.  We urge you to read this information carefully and make choices wisely.  If you will take time 

now to prepare, your upcoming year will go more smoothly.   

 

The selection of high school courses is an important decision.  This decision requires great thought, planning, and reflection 

in looking forward to future educational and career plans.  Therefore, course selection choices should be taken seriously.  

Once the registration process has ended, decisions on staffing, equipment, and materials are made.   

 

The course selection process begins with counselors distributing registration materials in your classroom.  You should then 

talk with your parents about course selections for the next year as well as your four year educational plan.  In selecting 

courses, you should read the course descriptions to be sure all prerequisites have been met.  Parents should sign the 

registration form indicating the approval of the student’s choice and return it during the registration period.  

 

We wish you great success in making these important decisions that will affect your future educational plans.  We hope you 

will find your experience in high school to be enjoyable and fulfilling.  If we can be of assistance to you in any way, please 

feel free to call on us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. Amanda Hood     Donald Clayton 

Principal      Principal 

Mountain Brook High School    Mountain Brook Junior High School 

 

SCHEDULE FOR REGISTRATION FOR 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

For 9
th

 grade (Class of 2017) 

Counselors meet with 9
th

 graders (rising 10
th

 graders)     January 18 

Individual Conferences—counselors meet with 9
th

 grade students   January 23-24  

Counselors meet with 9
th

 graders (rising 10
th

) to review 4 year plans   January 21 

 

For 10
th

 & 11
th

 grades (Classes of 2015 and 2016) 

Registration at High School       January and February 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE--All request forms must be turned in to counselors: January 24  

Schedule changes after April 15
th

 will require completion of Schedule Change Request Form and a $25.00 processing fee. 

Forms are available in the guidance office at the junior and high school.  A schedule verification will be provided to all 

students before the end of the school year.  ALL SCHEDULE CHANGES MUST BE TURNED IN TO THE 

GUIDANCE OFFICE NO LATER THAN JUNE 1, 2014.  No schedule changes will be made after the June 1
st
 

deadline due to scheduling, textbook purchases, and staffing for the upcoming school year. 

 

Parent Placement Guidelines (Deadline – June 1, 2014)   
For most academic core classes and for foreign language classes, placement is determined by a variety of student data and 

performance during the current school year.  The current teacher will make a recommendation of the appropriate 

placement for each student.  Parents have the right to decide against the teacher’s recommendation and “parent place” a 

student. If you are considering a parent placement, please schedule a meeting with a counselor to complete the needed 

paperwork.  All parent placements for English classes must be completed before the last full day of school.  The deadline 

for parent placement in all other courses is June 1, 2014.  No parent placements will be granted after this date. 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL: 

Summer School Registration forms may be turned in to High School along with fee BEGINNING March 1
st
. 

1
st
 Session of Summer School  June 2– June 20, 2014 

2
nd

 Session of Summer School  June 23– July 15, 2014.   School Closed 7/3 and 7/4 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

GENERAL COMMENTS 
 

In choosing your courses each year, it is important to keep several factors in mind. 

 

 Look carefully at the prerequisites for courses you are interested in taking. 

 

 Students who plan to apply to selective colleges and universities should have some advanced 

and/or AP courses during high school. 

 

 Students need to research college and career opportunities and requirements for entrance early in 

their high school years. 

 

 Computer skills are important to have in order to be successful in a number of courses in high 

school and college (papers, presentations, research). 

 

Keys to Success (College and Careers Research Initiative Findings): 

  work ethic 

- willingness to work hard 

-ability to set and meet goals 

-organizational skills 

-self-discipline 

-ability to maintain focus and complete a task 

 

 written and oral communication skills 

-ability to communicate with a variety of people at different work levels or of different 

 cultures 

-ability to speak clearly and persuasively 

 

  people skills 

-ability to get along with others 

-ability to work as a member of a team 

-ability to show empathy and compassion for others 

 

 thinking skills 

-logic, conceptualization, “common sense”, etc. 

 

 character 

-integrity, honesty, ethics, trust 

 

 ability to use technology 

 

 
  



   

   
 

 

 
 

PRE-REGISTRATION SELF INVENTORY 
 

The following questions are designed to help you look realistically at your goals, your schedule, and 

your desires.  If you will consider each answer and the way it affects you, you may be in a better 

position to register for next year’s courses.  A good idea would be to go through these questions with 

your parents. 

 

I.    ACADEMIC ISSUES 

 What kind of grades do you desire for yourself?  What are your parents’ expectations?  

 This year, were you sufficiently challenged, under challenged, or overwhelmed? 

 Are grades and class rank very important or only somewhat important? 

 Do you have an idea of what colleges may interest you and what their entrance requirements are? 

 What degree of challenge do you desire in each subject area? 

 How many, if any, advanced courses do you want?  Have you taken advanced courses before?  

Look carefully at the number you choose and remember that each one will place heavy demands on 

you at the high school. 

 How much time do you usually spend on homework?  What would be the limit of time you are 

comfortable devoting to studying at home? 

 Do you consider yourself disciplined in putting out daily, consistent effort toward goals, or do you 

like to wait to do things all at once? 

 When do you do your school work?  After school?  After supper?  Late evening? 

 

II.   PERSONAL/SOCIAL ISSUES 

 How much extra-curricular involvement do you plan for?  List possible activities, clubs, and/or 

organizations.  Have you investigated how much time is involved for each? 

 Are you an officer or do you head a committee with increased responsibility? 

 How much time do you generally expect for being with friends, talking on the phone, etc.? 

 Are you involved in team sports or other activities with consistent after-school and weekend 

demands?  How much time is involved here?  Have you spoken to someone who can give you a 

true picture? 

 Do you usually do school work during weekends, or do you feel that time should be saved for other 

activities? 

 Do you plan to have a job?  If so, how much time will be involved? 

 Is TV a daily activity for you?  If so, how much? 

 How much sleep do you need to function at your best?  Do you often work late at night on 

schoolwork?  If you stay up late, how does it affect you? 

 Are you generally healthy and present at school?  What was your absence record this year?  How 

would you react if your schoolwork took up most of your free time? 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

ACADEMIC SERVICES & POLICIES 
High School Office (205) 414-3800                                                   Junior High Office (205) 871- 3516 

Karen Svetlay, College Advisor:  414-3818 

Ellanor Dukes, 12th grade:  414-3860            Kenneth Harkless:  414-3875                                 Angela Stowe, 11th grade:  414-3861 

Rebecca Goodson, 10th grade:  414-3863                             Sharon Lyerly, 9th grade: 871-3516       

Elizabeth Lowman, MBHS College Advisor Secretary: 414-3818             Nikki Harkins, MBHS Counselor Secretary 414-3847 

Cyndi Griffin- JH Secretary: 871-3516 

 

COUNSELING SERVICES 

Mountain Brook Schools has six counselors who divide their duties to better assist high school 

students. Karen Svetlay, College Advisor, helps all students with the college application process, 

course selection advice, scholarships and financial aid.  Kenneth Harkless is a specialist in addictions 

counseling and is available for personal counseling.  Sharon Lyerly (9
th

 grade), Rebecca Goodson (l0th 

grade), Angela Stowe (11
th

 grade), and Ellanor Dukes (12
th

 grade) serve students in the areas of 

registration, career/vocational development, testing, and general counseling. 

 

All counselors work with students on issues affecting their academic performance and on issues of 

personal and social development.  The counselors are available to parents for consultation and parents 

are encouraged to contact any counselor with questions regarding counseling services. 

 

All counselors are available to students and parents to assist them with any concerns they may have 

during the school year.  Mrs. Svetlay and Mrs. Dukes also work during the summer to assist students.  

Additionally, MBHS provides interested students with tutorial assistance in virtually all subjects.   

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAMS 

Advanced Placement exams are administered near the end of the school year.  Students enrolled in AP 

courses are encouraged to sign up for the Advanced Placement exam in the spring.  Scores range from 

1 (no recommendation) to 5 (extremely well-qualified).  Scores of 3 and above may lead to college 

credit and/or advanced placement in particular course areas.  Students should check with the guidance 

office concerning a specific college's advanced placement policies. 

 

SCHEDULE CHANGES 

 
Scheduling is one of the most important aspects of school planning. Mountain Brooks Schools works to provide a 

wide array of opportunities for our students. To prepare for the upcoming school year, it is important that student 

requests be used for staffing, scheduling, and the purchasing of textbooks. Please make sure that the courses you list 

on your course selection sheet are accurate. We will work diligently to ensure that you receive the requested courses, 

including alternates. 

 

A student may request a schedule until a summer deadline is set.  Students may pick up a schedule 

change request form in the counseling office or get one from the school’s website.  A parent signature 

and a $25 processing fee are required for all changes after April 15th.  Changes will be considered if 1) 

the change is of an academic nature ; 2) a school error exists; or 3) principal discretion.  All courses, 

including alternates, listed on the course selection sheet will be scheduled in priority order. Upon 

completion of a schedule update, the student will receive an accurate schedule at summer registration.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

MBHS GRADING 

SCALE 

 A = 90-100 

 B = 80-89 

 C = 70-79 

 D = 65-69 

 F =Below 65 

 

 

 

 

GRADE REPORTS 
 

The MBS school year is divided into quarters. Student Grade Reports 

are sent to the parents four times a year.  The fourth quarter report card 

is mailed to the student  and is the final copy of the student’s grades for 

the year. 

 

Progress Reports and a current transcript can be veiwed at any time 

through the INow Parent Home Portal. 

 

 

GRADE AVERAGER FOR SEMESTER COURSES 

1
st
 Nine Weeks – 40%                                                                           3

rd
 Nine Weeks – 40% 

2
nd

 Nine Weeks – 40%                                                                          4
th

 Nine Weeks – 40% 

Semester Exam – 20%                                                                          Semester Exam – 20% 

Semester Course Average                                                                   Semester Course Average 

 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) and CLASS RANK 

MBS calculates two GPAs.  The unweighted GPA includes all courses a student has completed.  The 

weighted GPA includes only academic courses and gives additional points for advanced or AP 

classes.  Academic courses are listed on the following page.  Class rank and GPA are available at the 

end of each semester beginning with the completion of first semester, tenth grade; final rank is 

computed at the end of 8 semesters. Both the weighted and unweighted GPAs are included on a 

student’s transcript.   
 

Class rank is used by colleges to visualize how a student compares to the rest of the students in his/her 

class.  Only academic courses in grades nine through twelve are used in determining class rank.  

Advanced and Advanced Placement courses are weighted more than regular and special education 

classes.   

 

The courses listed on the next page will be used to compute weighted grade point average (GPA) and 

class rank.  The rank in class is based on the weighted 100-point numerical system.  Ten points are 

added to final grades earned in AP classes; five points are added to final grades earned in advanced 

classes.  (Example:  English AP=90.  This grade of 90 will appear on the transcript as the raw and 

unweighted grade.  The computer will add ten points to the grade so that it will be computed as 100.  

English Advanced=90.  The computer will add five points so that it will be computed as 95, but once 

again, the raw, unweighted grade of 90 will appear on the transcript).  An extra point will be added on 

the 4.0 scale for AP courses, and 0.5 point will be added on the 4.0 scale for advanced courses for 

college application purposes. 

   A=5.0 (AP) B=4.0 (AP) C=3.0 (AP) D=1.0 (AP) 

   A=4.5 (Adv) B=3.5 (Adv) C=2.5 (Adv) D=1.0 (Adv) 

   A=4.0 (Reg) B=3.0 (Reg) C=2.0 (Reg) D=1.0 (Reg) 

 

Students who plan to attend highly selective or competitive colleges are encouraged to challenge 

themselves with a rigorous curriculum consisting of Advanced and AP courses according to their 

ability.  Completion of these courses is a significant factor in the college admissions decision. 

 

If you have any further questions regarding class rank and GPA, please see a counselor. 

 
*per SST, 504, or IEP



   

   
 

 

 
 

COURSES USED IN COMPUTATION OF WEIGHTED GPA 

English 

English 9,10,11,12 (Reg, Adv, AP) 

Creative Writing  

Forensics 

Public Speaking 

Women’s Literature 

Writing Enhancement 

 

Social Studies 

World History 1500 to the Present (Reg, Adv.) 

U.S. History to 1877 (Reg, Adv.) 

U.S. History 1877 to the Present  

U.S. History AP 

United States Government (Reg, AP) 

Economics (Reg, AP) 

Psychology 

Critical Film Studies 

Humanities 

Contemporary Issues 

Twentieth Century World Affairs 

European History AP 

World Geography 

AP Comparative Governments 

 

Math 

Algebra I 

*Algebra I-A/*Algebra I-B 

Algebra II (seniors only) 

Algebra II with Trigonometry(Reg, Adv) 

*Algebraic Connections 

Geometry (Reg, Adv) 

PreCalculus (Reg, Adv) 

Discrete Math 

Statistics (AP) 

Calculus (Reg, AP-AB, AP-BC) 

 

Science 

Anatomy & Physiology (Reg, Adv) 

Biology (Reg, Adv, AP) 

Chemistry (Reg, Adv, AP) 

Chemistry II 

Physics (Reg,  AP-B, AP-C) 

Environmental Science (Reg, AP) 

Physical Science 

Forensic Science 

Marine Science 

 

Foreign Languages 

All foreign languages (Reg, Adv, AP) 

 

Fine Arts 

Art AP 

 

Professional Studies 

Business Principles & Management 

Accounting Principles 

Advanced Accounting 

Business Law 

Personal & Business Finance 

Computer Science Principles 

 

 

Other Elective 

Ancient Philosophy 

Classical Mythology 

Based on NCAA regulations the following courses would NOT be considered academic: 

 

English 

Debate/Forensics 

Reading 

Journalism 

 

Social Studies 

Critical Film Studies 

 

Fine Arts 

This includes all Art, Band, Choral, 

Photography, and Theatre classes. 

 

 

Other 

Test Preparation 

TV Production 

Classical Mythology 

Professional 

Accounting Principles 

Advanced Accounting 

Business Law 

Mangament Principles  

Business Technology I & II 

Personal & Business Finance 

Career Focus 

Career Co-op 

 

A student who is interested in participating in college athletics should see the college advisor regarding details of high 

school course requirements and NCAA application early in the high school career.  

*Please be advised that the NCAA only grants ½ credit each for Algebra I-A, Algebra I-B, and Algebraic Connections.  



   

   
 

 

 
 

MBHS HONOR CODE 
*All junior high students sign an honor code in their English class at the beginning of each school year. 

Mountain Brook High School Honor Code  

 

Because I am a Mountain Brook Spartan, I will not lie, I will not cheat, and I will not steal. 

 

Honor Statement 

  

On my honor, I have neither given nor received unauthorized assistance on this academic work, [then 

to be signed by the student agreeing to the statement].  

  

Mountain Brook High School Policy on Academic Honesty 

  

The purpose of this policy is to establish a consistent understanding among students, parents, and 

faculty of situations that violate the Honor Code and to clarify the procedures to be followed when 

violations occur. 

 

Philosophy 

  

Mountain Brook High School students are expected to do their own work at all times. Collaboration, 

working together, and/ or sharing information is appropriate only when directed by the teacher. This 

includes homework, class work, projects, quizzes and tests.  All students will be held to this standard.   

  

Personal and academic integrity are core beliefs of MBHS.  To that end, the consequences for any 

violation of the Honor Code will be determined with the following objectives in mind: 

 Developing positive character traits which lead to integrity 

 Motivating students to follow the Honor Code 

 Discouraging repeat violations 

 Ensuring consistent application of the Honor Code 
 

Areas of Academic Concern 

  

Mountain Brook High School will enforce the above policy according to the following definitions.  All 

students and faculty should understand their responsibilities in the context of these definitions.   

 

Cheating is defined as the following:  

 Giving or receiving aid or information before, during, or after any test, quiz, or non-collaborative 

assignment, 

 Misrepresenting someone else’s work as your own, 

 Taking credit for work not done on an assignment,  

 Allowing another student to copy or take credit for work you have done. 
  

Possession of unauthorized information that is in any way related to the material being tested without 

prior approval from the teacher/instructor is considered cheating.  This includes ANY electronic device 

that contains the material. 
 

Plagiarism is defined as the following:   

 Using someone else’s words, ideas, or thoughts without giving credit to the source is 

cheating.  Teachers continually educate students on proper citation of sources, and students are 

responsible for following the guidelines outlined by the teacher in regards to plagiarism.  When 



   

   
 

 

 
 

in doubt, the student must consult the teacher for guidance. 
 

CLARIFICATION: Assignments that the teacher deems and communicates as Collaborative are 

excluded as these assignments are designed to be collaborative in nature. The teacher must outline and 

explain these assignments at the outset of the assignment. 

 

Responsibilities 

 

Teachers have the obligation  

 to know and understand the Mountain Brook High School Honor Code, 

 to make clear to students that cheating is not tolerated,  

 to proctor in-class evaluations, 

 to monitor assignments, and 

 to behave with integrity and honor by complying with and enforcing the Mountain Brook 

 High School Honor Code.  

 

Students have the obligation 

 to know and understand the Mountain Brook High School Honor Code, 

 to ask questions of the teacher in case of confusion, and 

 to behave with integrity and honor by complying with the Mountain Brook High School Honor 

Code. 

 

However, the responsibility for honorable behavior resides with the student. 

 

Procedures 

 

Upon discovery, teachers are to report violations of this policy to the student, parents, department 

chair, and administration.  Teachers are also to file a “Report of Academic Dishonesty” in the school 

office.  The consequences are as follows: 

                               ·          

Class I Violation – (First Offense) 

 Notification of parents, department chair, and administration 

 A zero on the assignment 

 Other disciplinary actions as outlined in the Code of Conduct Class I Sanctions 

 

Class II Violation – (Second Offense) 

 Notification of parents, department chair, and administration 

 A zero on the assignment  

 Other disciplinary actions as outlined in Code of Conduct Class II Sanctions  

 

Class III – (Third or Subsequent Offense) 

 Notification of parents, department chair, and administration 

 A zero on the assignment,  

 Other disciplinary actions as outlined in Code of Conduct Class II or III Sanctions 

 

Note: Honor Societies have separate and independent rules that govern student eligibility.  Violation of 

the Honor Code at any level could result in sanctions from each Honor Society.  Violations prior to 

acceptance or admission to an Honor Society could result in the student being ineligible for any or all 

Honor Societies.  Violations after acceptance or admission could result in removal from an Honor 

Society. 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

SENIOR EXEMPTIONS 
 

 

 

Senior exemptions are considered a privilege, not a right. A senior who meets the criteria below may 

be exempt from the second semester exam in each class in which the requirements are met: 

1.  The minimum average for exemption to be considered in any class is 80 for the second semester.  In 

addition, a student cannot have dropped more than five (5) points from his first semester grade to his 

second semester grade (or from the third nine weeks to the fourth nine weeks in a semester course).   

2.  A student may have no more than five (5) absences (excluding school-sponsored events) during 

second semester to be considered for exemption in a class.  An accumulation of three (3) tardies is 

equivalent to an absence.  For purposes of exam exemption, tardies will apply only to the class in 

which the student is tardy. 

3.  Assignment of disciplinary consequences will eliminate a student from consideration of exemption 

in all classes.  Disciplinary consequences that are covered include, but are not limited to, Saturday 

School, suspension, and Alternative School assignment.  Participation of senior class members in 

inappropriate behavior including, but not limited to, a “senior prank,” will eliminate those members 

from exemption in all classes. 

  NOTE:  Any student taking an AP exam will be exempt from the semester exam in that class.  The 

above criteria for exemption will apply to any AP student who chooses not to take the AP exam. 
  



   

   
 

 

 
 

MOUNTAIN BROOK CITY SCHOOLS 

ATHLETIC AND EXTRACURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY POLICY 
 

The Mountain Brook Board of Education recognizes the value of athletics and other extracurricular 

activities as they relate to the total education of students.   The Mountain Brook Board of Education 

also recognizes and supports high academic standards and the necessity of developing a framework to 

annually assess each athletic and extracurricular student’s progress toward graduating from high school 

on schedule with his/her class.   

 

The Mountain Brook Board of Education prescribes the following regulations for eligibility by 

students  to participate in athletics and/or extracurricular activities: 

 

1. Each student entering grades 10, 11, and 12 must have passed during the last two semesters in 

attendance and summer school, if applicable, at least six (6) Carnegie units of credit, including one 

credit each in English, science, social studies, and mathematics (core courses).  A composite 

numerical average of 70 must be attained in those six subjects. 

 Each student entering grades 8 and 9 must have passed during the last two semesters in attendance 

and summer school, if applicable, at least five (5) new subjects with a composite numerical average 

of 70 in those five subjects. 

2. Physical education may count as only one (1) unit per year. 

3.  No more than two (2) Carnegie units may be made up during summer school.  Summer school 

work may substitute for regular school work failed in computing the 70 average. 

 Eligibility may be determined before the start of each new school year or at the beginning of 

the second semester.  A student who is academically eligible at the beginning of the school year 

remains eligible for the remainder of that school year so far as grades are concerned.  A student 

who regains eligibiliity at the beginning of the second semester remains eligible for the 

remainder of the second semester.                

5.  Each eligible student must meet the definition of a regular student as defined by the Alabama High 

School Athletic Association.  To be eligible, 9
th

, 10
th

, and 11
th

 grade students must be carrying at 

least six new units.  12
th

 graders on track for graduation with more than the required number of 

units earned must be carrying at least four new units for the year.  7
th

 and 8
th

 graders must be 

carrying at least five new subjects. 

6.  This policy applies to all athletic and extracurricular activities. 

 

Students deemed ineligible for participation under rules of this policy may continue in coursework but 

shall not be allowed to participate in extracurricular activities or athletic events.  Events (examples 

only) such as club conventions, Christmas parade, amusement park trips, and competitions, trips by 

tour companies, performances at various meetings, etc. are extracurricular and students academically 

ineligible under this policy shall not be allowed to participate. 

 
 
 

  



   

   
 

 

 
 

 MBHS LIBRARY SERVICES 
 

 

The library is the hub of the school where students can research, study, and read.  

Library hours are 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday – Thursday, and 7:00 a.m. to 3:25 

p.m. on Friday.    The library includes books, eBooks, newspapers, magazines, 

computers, laptops, and phone chargers, all for student use. 

 

To search for materials, use Destiny, our online catalog.  Download the app, Destiny 

Quest, to search our catalog from your own device.  Enter: 

http://destiny.mtnbrook.k12.al.us when asked for our I.P. address.  Our database access 

includes the Discovering Collection, and the Alabama Virtual Library. 

 

 

Books may be checked out for at least two weeks and may be renewed either in person 

or online.  The fine for overdue books is five cents per book per day, excluding 

weekends and school holidays. 

 

 

Materials placed on reserve for course work and reference materials are checked 

out on a period-by-period basis and/or overnight.   The librarian will let you know 

specifically when the material is due back. 

 

 

Visit us on our webpage: http://destiny.mtnbrook.k12.al.us 

Follow us on Twitter: @MBHSlibrary 

Find us on Goodreads: www.goodreads.com/mbhs_library 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

http://destiny.mtnbrook.k12.al.us/
http://destiny.mtnbrook.k12.al.us/
http://www.goodreads.com/mbhs_library


   

   
 

 

 
 

 

  

COURSE SELECTIONS, 2014-2015 
 

 

ENGLISH 

ENGLISH REQUIRED COURSES 
To be considered for an advanced or AP placement in English, all students will submit a portfolio. 

The portfolio will require multiple writing samples that display the student’s current level of writing. 

All rising juniors and seniors will write an in class essay to be included in their portfolio, in addition 

to information gathered by their current English teacher. A Portfolio Reading Team, composed of 

English teachers, reviews all portfolios in conjunction with reading, SAI, and other standardized 

scores provided by the guidance department. All portfolios are scored using a standard rubric. 

Ultimately, the goal is to recommend an English placement that is suited for the greatest level of 

growth and success for each student. 

1. Rising freshman students can be recommended for: 
 ADVANCED   9 

 REGULAR ENGLISH 9 
2. Rising sophomore students can be recommended for: 

 ADVANCED  10 

 ADVANCED 10 with Reservations  -Conference Required 

 REGULAR ENGLISH 10 – Conference Required for a Change in Placement 

3. Rising junior and senior students can be recommended for: 
 ADVANCED 11 

 ADVANCED  11 with RESERVATIONS  (requires student conference) 

 AP 11 

 AP 11 with Reservations  (requires student conference) 

 REGULAR 11 

 AP 12 

 AP 12 with Reservations (requires student conference) 

 REGULAR 12 
  

All recommendations for incoming 10
th

 graders are communicated via a letter sent to the student’s 

home.  For upcoming 11
th

 and 12
th

 students, the letters will be given directly to the student. Any 

change in the recommendation requires a conference with the parent and student. All placement 

conferences and parent placements should be arranged prior to May 15
th

. No changes to student 

English placement will occur after this date. 

 
ENGLISH 9 (Year) 

This is a high school course taken by the majority of freshmen, which focuses on the study of 

literature, informational texts, writing, grammar, and vocabulary.  Selected novels are used to enhance 

the curriculum beyond the textbook provided.  Students continue to explore more critical, interpretive 

meanings of the texts they read.  Students write formal essays, which include textual support and 

evidence, in a variety of modes.  Students review fundamentals of English grammar with a shift toward 

practical application in writing.  This course prepares students for work in high school English courses 

and includes an end-of-course assessment. 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

  

ENGLISH 9 – Advanced (Year)  

This is an advanced high school course for freshmen.  The following minimum requirements are 

considered for placement: committee recommendation on portfolio submissions, 90 average in the first 

semester of 8
th

 grade Advanced English, 95 average in the first semester of 8
th

 grade English, 

standardized test scores, and teacher recommendation.  This course is designed to move at an 

accelerated pace.  Success in 9
th

 Advanced English requires considerable aptitude and a strong work 

ethic.  The curriculum provides for faster coverage of grammar as well as more advanced usage 

techniques.  Students continue to explore more critical, interpretive meanings of the texts they read.  

Student compositions focus on formal, academic writing, including critical analysis, meaningful 

research and responsible documentation.  This course prepares students for work at the advanced and 

AP levels in high school, and includes an end-of-course assessment.   

 

ENGLISH 10 (Year) 

Prerequisite: English 9 

 English 10 is taken by all students during their sophomore year.  In the fall semester, composition 

skills are developed through a variety of writing assignments which are each worked through a series 

of drafts.  Mechanical skills are developed through a continuing study of grammar as it relates to 

writing ability.  A research paper will be written by all students.  In the spring, course content is 

designed to provide instruction in the basic literary genres - fiction, poetry, drama - and to develop 

students' skills in interpretation and appreciation.  Selected novels, dramas and poetry will be included 

in addition to textbook material.  Development of composition skills is a vital aspect of the course, 

with writing assignments related to the literature being assigned. 

 

AMERICAN STUDIES 10 (Year) 

American Studies is a blended English and US History course for 10
th

 grade students that emphasizes 

the connections between literature, culture, and history. Students who take Humanities will have the 

opportunity to study early American history simultaneously with literature from the period. The 

connectivity between the two disciplines will emphasize and reinforce the connectivity of concepts that 

are taught in isolation in a regular tenth grade US history and English course. This class creates a 

learning experience that adds depth and diversity to the students’ experience. This course will be 

taught as a double period and will be taken in lieu of regular 10
th

 grade history and 10
th

 grade English. 

Humanities will count as a two credit course, and will meet the 10
th

 grade requirements for US history 

and English. 

 

ENGLISH 10 – Advanced (Year) 

Prerequisite: English 9 

 English 10 Advanced is an advanced level course for those sophomores who qualify on the basis of 

teacher recommendation and portfolios, and the consensus of 9
th

 and 10
th

 grade advanced teachers. 

Course content allows faster coverage of grammar, composition, and research techniques. In addition, 

students receive enrichment through an in-depth study of world literature providing enhanced lenses 

through which to study the American canon.  The course content for second semester is similar to that 

of the regular course, but the reading and composition require more independent thought and 

intellectual maturity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

ENGLISH 11 (Year) 

Prerequisite: English 10 
English 11 is taken by all students during their junior year.  The first nine weeks is an intermediate 

composition course in which students focus on understanding and developing their writing through a 

variety of genres and for varied purposes.  The second, third, and fourth nine weeks are a survey of 

American literature with continued emphasis on writing.  This survey includes various American 

novels, plays, poetry, and essays, plus attention to significant periods of American literature. 

 

ENGLISH 11 – Advanced (Year) 

Prerequisite: English 10 

English 11 Advanced is designed for juniors who qualify through grades, portfolios, and teacher 

recommendations for an advanced class but who do not desire or are not ready to pursue AP English 

Language 11, or who are recommended by their current teacher to delay taking the AP curriculum. 

Although the curriculum is also based on modern American literature, the summer reading 

requirements are more expansive than those established for the regular English 11 classes, and the 

coursework demands that a higher level of critical thinking be used in literary analysis. Advanced 

grammar and vocabulary study contribute to the exploration of mature writing skills in a variety of 

modes. Each student’s commitment to class preparation is key to meaningful discussion; therefore, 

intellectual maturity and personal responsibility are necessities. 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 11- AP Language and Composition (Year) 

Prerequisite: English 10 

AP English 11 is designed for advanced readers and writers who are eager to examine the use of 

language in depth.  Course content differs from the regular junior course both in the selection of 

readings and in the demands placed on the students.  In addition to covering 20
th

 and 21
st
 century 

American literature, the course trains students to become skilled readers and writers in diverse genres 

and modes of composition. Students enrolled in AP Language must be willing to work at the college 

level; thus, students must be mature scholars, prepared to think critically.  Although students qualify 

for consideration for admission to this course on the basis of previous grades and timed writing 

samples, teacher recommendation is also required. 

 

ENGLISH 12 (Year) 

Prerequisite: English 11 
English 12 is a year-long course for seniors.  During the first nine weeks students engage in an 

intensive study of writing by composing various modes for various audiences and purposes.  The 

remainder of the school year will be spent surveying British literature, including specific novels, plays 

and poems studied in addition to textbook material.  

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH 12 -AP Literature and Composition (Year) 

Prerequisite: English 11 

AP English 12 emphasizes critical thinking in relation to reading and writing in order to provide 

students with the skills needed to approach literature as independent and mature readers.  Course 

content differs from the regular senior course both in the selection of specific texts and in the demands 

placed on the student.  This course is designed to be for truly advanced readers and writers who are 

ready to work at the college level.  AP is for those with an eager attitude and a willingness to work 

hard. Although students qualify for consideration for admission to this course on the basis of previous 

grades and timed writing samples, teacher recommendation is also required. 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

ENGLISH ELECTIVES 

 
CREATIVE WRITING (Semester) 

Grade 9-12 

Creative Writing is a course designed to allow motivated students to try their hands at various non-

scholarly types of writing--essentially stories, poetry, journals, and personal essays.  It is designed for 

students who enjoy writing and who would like to receive constructive criticism of their efforts.  With 

teacher recommendation, students may take additional semesters of Creative Writing or apply for the 

Muse staff.  

 

LITERARY MAGAZINE - Muse Staff (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Requirement: Teacher Recommendation 
 Literary Magazine is a course that focuses on writing, recognizing, and publishing quality creative 

writing.  The first semester is devoted to personal creative writing and the critiquing of these works 

while simultaneously soliciting, evaluating, and publishing works by other MBHS writers for the 

literary magazine the Muse. Applications for each school year are available during the spring semester 

from the advisor.   

 

PUBLIC SPEAKING (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Public Speaking builds a foundation in the basic principles of communication theory and practice with 

an emphasis on writing and speaking for the mass media.  Students will participate in a variety of 

communication experiences such as formal speeches, debates, interviews, and group discussions. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO ORAL INTERPRETATAION (Semester) 

Grade 10 -12 

In this semester long class, students will practice and present short performance pieces cut from 

published works as well as write their own short pieces. This process will allow them to develop 

effective vocal control of rate, inflection, pitch, volume, quality, and articulation as well as learn to use 

gestures, vocal control and body language to express attitudes, ideas and emotion to reduce 

communication apprehension in a fun, informal setting.  This is an entry level performance based 

class; no prior theatre experience is required; however, all levels of experience are encouraged. 

Students will learn how to cut and perform the following types of interpretations: 

original oratory, after-dinner speaking, international and domestic extemporaneous speaking, duo 

interpretation, humorous interpretation, dramatic interpretation, prose/ poetry interpretation, and 

impromptu speaking. 

 

DEBATE/FORENSICS (Year) 

Grade 9-12 

Requirement: Good Academic Standing and Teacher Approval 
Policy Debate focused on the advocacy of a plan or policy action and is intended to develop 

students' logical reasoning, critical thinking, processing speed, verbal acuity, reading level, writing 

level, broad knowledge of current events, politics, and philosophy, and practice of sound research 

procedures. Debaters work in pairs (teams) to address the school year's topic, either from the 

affirmative side (to propose a plan to solve a problem with the topic), or the negative side (to prove 

how the affirmative’s plan is Tournament participation is not required but strongly recommended 

and does involve costs. 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

Public Forum Debate is audience (general public) friendly debate and is intended to develop 

students' logical reasoning, critical thinking, processing speed, verbal acuity, reading level, writing 

level, broad knowledge of current events, politics, and philosophy, and practice of sound research 

procedures. Two pairs (teams) debate monthly controversial topics ripped from newspaper 

headlines. Rounds begin with a coin toss between the competing teams to determine side and order 

(Pro-Con or Con-Pro). Public Forum tests skills in argumentation, cross-examination, and 

refutation.  Tournament participation is not required but strongly recommended and does involve 

costs. 
 

Lincoln Douglas Debate centers on a proposition of value, which concerns itself with what ought 

to be instead of what is. A value is an ideal held by individuals, societies, governments, etc. One 

debater upholds each side of the resolution from a value perspective. The debates focus on logical 

reasoning to support a general principle. Topics change every two months and are intended to 

develop students' logical reasoning, critical thinking, processing speed, verbal acuity, reading level, 

writing level, broad knowledge of current events, politics, philosophy, and practice of sound 

research procedures. Tournaments are over several days in length and often involve travel across 

the country. Tournament participation is not required but strongly recommended and does involve 

costs. 

 

 

JOURNALISM – Newspaper (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Requirement: Application and Selection 

Newspaper Journalism is the opportunity for practical experience in newspaper planning and 

production.  This course is for staff members of the school newspaper only. The staff members are 

selected in the spring of the previous school year, must show writing ability and are chosen based on 

the following criteria: 1) written answers to questions, 2) teacher recommendations, 3) writing sample, 

4) final recommendation made by sponsor and co-editors in chief, and 5) the ability to schedule 7
th

 

period. The staff meets during the school day and is awarded elective credit. 

 

JOURNALISM/YEARBOOK JH (Semester) 

Grade 9   
This course is designed for highly-motivated and independent students to complete and publish a 

yearbook. This includes selling advertisements, planning the yearbook, designing pages, copy writing, 

and editing. Successful completion of this course earns .5 credit towards the electives requirements for 

graduation. 

 

OLYMPIAN Yearbook Staff (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Requirement: Application and Selection 

The Olympian Staff is the opportunity for practical experience in yearbook planning and production 

using current technology for journalistic publications.  This course is for staff members of the school 

yearbook only. Staff members are chosen in the spring according to these requirements:  1) Submission 

of written responses to questions and layout design problems for certain staff positions, 2) Interview by 

sponsors and editors for specific positions, and 3) Teacher recommendations and record of school 

attendance, 4)Final selection by the sponsors and editors. The staff meets during 7th period and is 

awarded elective credit 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

WOMEN IN LITERATURE (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Women’s Literature is an academic elective open to junior and senior students. Students analyze 

women’s roles both historically and culturally through the works of women writers.  A biographical 

perspective of the female authors and consideration of the period in which they wrote will provide the 

basis for an examination of female stereotypes promoted by popular culture. The course will include 

in-class reading of a variety of novellas, short stories, poems, nonfiction articles, and drama, 

supplemented by an extensive audio-visual collection. The fall semester will cover an overview of 

cultural attitudes toward women, the history of the women’s movement in this country, and literature 

reflecting the theme of the young woman resisting a patriarchal society. The spring semester will 

continue with a study of issues surrounding women’s multiple roles, the theme of the mature woman in 

a patriarchal marriage, and views of society toward the aging woman.  

 

WRITING ENHANCEMENT  

Grade 11-12 (Year) 

Requirement: Teacher Recommendation 

Writing Enhancement offers a wide range of reading and writing experiences that build on the 

students’ interests and on their reading and oral language experiences.  Fluency of reading and writing 

is stressed.  Writing mechanics and writing for specific purposes are addressed individually through 

teacher/student conferences.  The course includes an orientation to available software programs and 

stresses proficiency in composing and editing at the computer.   

 

 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
The following criteria are considered when recommending students for advanced or AP classes: 

 1. Student record: 

  - PSAT scores of 80th percentile or above  

  - grade averages of A or B in humanities classes 

  - current or past success in advanced or AP Social Studies and  

   English classes 

2. Professional Staff recommendation is based on the above criteria. 

 
Note:  Students may take the core Social Studies courses (12

th
 grade Economics and 12

th
 grade United States 

Government) during summer school prior to the year in which they would regularly take that course.  (Note:  

Course availability is contingent upon having enough students register to offer the  course.)  These can be 

“get ahead” courses for students who need to lighten their course load or who want to take electives that they 

would not otherwise have the opportunity to take.   

 

WORLD HISTORY II 

9
th

 Grade 

This high school survey course is taken by the majority of freshmen and covers World History from 

1500 to the present. Content standards for this grade incorporate the strands of economics, geography, 

history, and political science. This curriculum provides opportunities for students to analyze 

development and changes in the European, Asian, African, and American civilizations and ways in 

which the interactions of these cultures have influenced the formation of today’s world.  

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

WORLD HISTORY II-ADVANCED 

9
th

 Grade 

This is an advanced high school course for freshmen.  The following minimum requirements are 

considered for placement: 90 average in the first semester of 8
th

 grade World History I and teacher 

recommendation.  This high school survey course covers world history from 1500 to the present.  It is 

a more in-depth study of the concepts taught in regular World History II.  The ability to write is an 

important part of a student’s success in this class.  Content standards for the class incorporate the 

strands of economics, geography, history, and political science.  This curriculum provides 

opportunities for students to analyze development and changes in the European, Asian, African, and 

American civilizations and ways in which the interactions of these cultures have influenced the 

formation of today’s world.  

 

AP HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (Year) 

9
th

 Grade  

AP Human Geography is a new offering for the 2014-2015 school year.  APHuGe is a year-long 

elective course.  Students will have the opportunity to earn AP credit upon successful completion of 

the course material.  Human Geography explores the relationships between place and culture.  Topics 

include Perspectives in Geography, Population, Migration, Cultural Patterns and Processes, Political 

Organization of Space, Agriculture, Food Production, Rural Land Use, Industrialization, Economic 

Development, Cities and Urban Land Use. Students should have a strong interest in world topics and 

current events.  Students must be recommended by their current Social Studies or English teacher.  In 

the spring students are expected to attend study sessions in preparation for the Advanced Placement 

exam administered in May.   

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY to 1877 (Year) 

Grade 10 

Prerequisite: World History 

US History to 1877 is a required course for sophomores.  Students study the historic development of 

American ideals and institutions from the Age of Exploration to 1877.  The place of the United States 

in the global community is traced through U. S. political and economic development with emphasis 

given to major intellectual and cultural trends and movements.  Geography and Alabama history are 

incorporated in context.  The continued development of technology skills, analytical skills, writing 

skills and research skills are all integral parts of this course.   

 

AMERICAN STUDIES 10 (Year) 

American Studies is a blended English and US History course for 10
th

 grade students that emphasizes 

the connections between literature, culture, and history. Students who take Humanities will have the 

opportunity to study early American history simultaneously with literature from the period. The 

connectivity between the two disciplines will emphasize and reinforce the connectivity of concepts that 

are taught in isolation in a regular tenth grade US history and English course. This class creates a 

learning experience that adds depth and diversity to the students’ experience. This course will be 

taught as a double period and will be taken in lieu of regular 10
th

 grade history and 10
th

 grade English. 

Humanities will count as a two credit course, and will meet the 10
th

 grade requirements for US history 

and English. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

UNITED STATES HISTORY TO 1877- Advanced (Year) 

Grade 10 

Grade Requirement for Recommendation: 

 Currently enrolled in Advanced World History – Minimum grade of 85 at the end of 1
st
 

semester. 

 Currently enrolled in Regular World History – Minimum grade of 90 at the end of first 

semester. 
Process for Parent Placement:  Students desiring to parent place into Advanced History 10 must 

schedule a required meeting with the social studies department chair, an advanced teacher, the 

students and the parent in order to parent place.  All meetings for parent placement should take 

place prior to the end of the school year.   

Advanced US History to 1877 may be substituted for United States History to 1877 by sophomores 

desiring a more in-depth study of the material.  This course makes more extensive use of supplemental 

readings and interpretation of primary documents than in the regular course; therefore, students need 

high level reading and writing skills.  The course is designed to offer students the opportunity to utilize 

analytical skills and factual knowledge to enhance their writing and rhetorical skills.  Students 

intending to take (or considering taking) AP U. S. History as juniors should take this course as 

sophomores.   

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY 1877 TO THE PRESENT (Year) 

Grade 11 

Prerequisite: US History to 1877 

US History 1877 to Present is a required course for juniors.  It is a survey of American political, 

economic, and cultural trends from 1877 to the present.  Emphasis is given to major historical trends 

such as:  industrialization, progressive political movements, growth of economic influence, social and 

cultural development, and America’s role in a global setting.  The course strives to help students 

develop critical thinking skills through the analysis of challenges faced by the U.S. in both foreign and 

domestic policies.  Students also develop research and writing skills through periodic research projects.   

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT U.S. HISTORY 11 (Year) 

Grade 11 

Prerequisite: US History to 1877 

Requirement: Teacher Recommendation 

AP US History 11 is a college-level course which may be substituted by juniors for United States 

History 1877 to the Present.  AP U. S. History is designed to provide students with the analytical skills 

and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. history.  

Emphasis is placed on the significance of the political, economic, social, and intellectual life of the 

United States in contemporary times.  The AP course is distinguished from the regular course by 

additional supplemental reading, interpretation of primary sources, further development of writing 

skills and classroom discussion.  In the Spring, students are expected to attend study sessions in 

preparation for the Advanced Placement exam, which is administered in May.   

 

ECONOMICS AND UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT (1 Semester Each) 

Grade 12 

Prerequisite: US History 1877 to Present 

Economics is a required course for seniors and serves as an introduction to economic theories and their 

applications in the “real world.”  The primary focus is on the U. S. economic system – capitalism.  

Students also gain practical understandings and skills in consumer economics through class activities 

and projects.  American Government is also a required course for seniors and consists of a survey of 

the U. S. political system, focusing on the background, institutions and processes of our governmental 

system.  Central to this course is a study of the Constitution, the branches of government, political 



   

   
 

 

 
 

party practices and elections, and civil rights.  Both courses focus on some comparative studies; both 

help students develop critical thinking skills and involve activities and projects which encourage 

personal competencies and civic efficacy. 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT MICROECONOMICS (Semester) 

Grade 12 

Prerequisite: US History 1877 to Present 

Corequisite: AP Government 

Requirement: Teacher Recommendation 

AP Microeconomics is a college-level course for seniors which may be substituted for regular level 

Economics.   The purpose of AP Microeconomics is to give students a thorough understanding of the 

principles of economics that apply to the functions of individual decision makers, both consumers and 

producers, within the economics system.  Attention is given at the beginning of the course to a study of 

basic economic concepts, with a special focus on the workings of demand and supply forces.  

Emphasis is also placed on the study of product and factor markets, of the business firm, and of the 

role of government and of the private sector in promoting greater efficiency in the economy.  An AP 

exam is administered in May.   

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS: US (Semester) 

Grade 12 

Prerequisite: US History 1877 to Present 

Corequisite: AP Microeconomics 

Requirement: Teacher Recommendation 

 AP Government is a college-level course for seniors that may be substituted for United States 

Government and is designed to give students a critical perspective on politics and government in the 

United States.  This course involves both the study of general concepts and the analysis of primary 

sources.  The six main topics of concentration are the constitutional underpinnings of American 

government, political beliefs and behaviors, political parties, interest groups and mass media, 

institutions of national government, public policy, and civil rights and civil liberties.  The AP course is 

distinguished from the regular course by the increased opportunity for supplemental reading, 

interpretation of primary sources, development of writing skills, and more intensive and extensive 

classroom discussion.  In the spring students are expected to attend study sessions in preparation for 

the Advanced Placement exam administered in May.   

 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES 
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT GOVERNMENT & POLITICS:  Comparative (Semester) 

Grade 12 

Requirement: Senior Status and Teacher Recommendation 

Corequisite:  AP US Government 

 AP Comparative Government is a college-level academic elective course for seniors; it is designed to 

provide students with the conceptual tools necessary to develop an understanding of some of the 

world’s diverse political structures and practices.  This course will be offered during a zero period, 

before the regular school starting time. Students meet with the teacher at least twice a week, beginning 

in September through the end of April.  The specific periods and days of the week will be arranged in 

August.  Additional time may be required for students to view videos relevant to the individual 

countries.  The course will encompass the study of both specific countries and their governments.  It 

will also explore general concepts used to interpret the political relationships and institutions found in 

virtually all national politics.  The College Board/AP directs which countries are covered for the AP 



   

   
 

 

 
 

exam.  The countries forming the core of the course are Great Britain, China, Russia, Iran, Mexico, and 

Nigeria.  An AP exam is administered in May.   

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY (Year) 

Grade 11-12 (10
th

 grade – Committee recommendation only) 

Requirement: Teacher Recommendation 

AP European History is a full year academic elective course open to all grade levels.  It may not be 

substituted for any required course.  AP European History is the study of the development of major 

cultural, social, economic, and intellectual concepts as well as a study of traditional political and 

military trends.  Examples from each of the above categories are, respectively, the Renaissance, the 

Protestant Reformation, the witch craze, the development of the modern industrial system, the 

development of political theory, the rise of the modern state, the French Revolution, Imperialism, and 

World Wars I and II.  In essence, the course covers the modernization of many aspects of European 

history, plus their impact on the world from 1450 to the present.  Several important European leaders 

will be featured, including Martin Luther, Henry VIII, Catherine the Great, Napoleon, Bismark, 

Clemenceau, Hitler, Churchill, and Stalin.  As in other AP courses there is the increased opportunity 

for supplemental reading, historical films, interpretation of primary sources, development of writing 

skills, and the opportunity for college credit.  An AP exam is administered in May.   

 

CRITICAL FILM STUDIES (Semester) 

Grade 11-12 

Critical Film Studies is an elective that traces the history and evolution of the motion picture industry 

in America.  The course examines the world of film from Edison to Spielberg.  Based mostly on the 

American Film Institute’s one hundred best films of the 20
th

 century, the content of the course will 

mainly emphasize how motion pictures reflect the history and culture of the 20
th

 Century, while also 

placing emphasis on film technique (camera use, sound, lighting, special effects, technological 

advances, etc.).   

 

PSYCHOLOGY (Semester) 

Grade 11-12 

Psychology is an academic elective course that introduces the student to the world of psychology.  The 

course provides students with an overview of the history of the subject (ancient and modern) and 

touches upon the many branches of the discipline.  A major focus area, requiring student input, 

participation, and involvement, dominates the second half of the semester.  In the State Course of 

Study the content standards are designed for a full year course.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



   

   
 

 

 
 

MATH 
The following criteria are considered when recommending students for math coursework: 

 1. AP Coursework- Teacher Consultation 

2. Advanced Coursework- Grade of A or B in previous advanced coursework 

3. Precalculus- Grade of A or B in Algebra II with Trig 

4. Algebra II with Trig v. Algebraic Connections- A matrix including Algebra I and 

Geometry grades, an Algebra assessment, and teacher recommendation 

5. All juniors taking Algebraic Connections will be recommended for Alg. II non trig. 

6. Geometry v. Essential Geometry- A matrix including Algebra I grades, standardized 

test scores, a Geometry assessment, and teacher recommendation. 

 

ALGEBRA I (Year) 

Grade 9 

This is a high school level course for students who successfully completed Pre-Algebra.  The course 

follows a traditional algebra curriculum, which consists of the following: performing operations with 

numerical expressions while using properties of real numbers and order of operations, factoring 

polynomials, factoring algebraic expressions, analyzing linear functions from equations, slopes, and 

intercepts, solving multi-step equations and inequalities, quadratic functions, and analyzing data and 

probability.  This course includes an end-of-course assessment. 

 

MATH  LAB 9 (Year) 

Grade 9 

This course is a support class for students enrolled in Algebra I.  The focus of the course is on re-

teaching concepts through research-based strategies and programs.  Students need a teacher 

recommendation in order to enroll.  This course counts as one of a student’s electives. 

 

ESSENTIAL GEOMETRY (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra I & Teacher Recommendation 

Essential Geometry is the development of geometric skills and concepts. The course includes 

consistent use of algebra to reinforce the skills and concepts developed in Algebra I.   Problem-solving 

skills and logical reasoning are emphasized throughout the course.  Topics include space geometry; 

coordinate geometry, parallel and perpendicular lines, properties of triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, 

and circles, congruence and similarity, right triangle trigonometry, area, and volume. A scientific 

calculator is required, but any TI-graphing calculator is also allowed and strongly encouraged. 

 

GEOMETRY (Year) 

Grade 9-10 

Prerequisite: Algebra I 

Geometry is the formal development of geometric skills and concepts prerequisite to advanced college-

preparatory courses.  The course includes consistent use of algebra to reinforce the skills and concepts 

developed in Algebra I.   Problem-solving skills and logical reasoning are emphasized throughout the 

course.  Topics include space geometry, geometric constructions, coordinate geometry, parallel and 

perpendicular lines, properties of triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, and circles, congruence and 

similarity, right triangle trigonometry, area, and volume. Required Calculator:  HS:  Scientific 

calculator (any TI-graphing calculator also allowed and strongly encouraged).   JH:  TI-Nspire CX or 

TI-Nspire CX CAS 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

GEOMETRY- ADVANCED 

Grade 9 

Prerequisite: Algebra I 
This is an advanced high school course for freshmen who have completed Algebra I and enjoy thinking 

critically about mathematics concepts.  The course is designed to be a more intensive study of the 

topics covered in Geometry.  The course includes consistent use of algebra to reinforce the skills and 

concepts developed in Algebra I.   Students work at an accelerated pace on the following concepts: 

space geometry, geometric constructions, coordinate geometry, parallel and perpendicular lines, 

properties of triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, and circles, congruence and similarity, right triangle 

trigonometry, area, volume, transformations, modeling, and probability.  Students in advanced 

geometry are expected to apply all skills learned through different forms of critical thinking and write 

mathematical papers and arguments.  Technology is regularly used to enhance the students’ 

understanding of topics.    Required Calculator:  TI-Nspire CX or TI-Nspire CX CAS 

 

GEOMETRY- ADVANCED (MATH TEAM) 

Grade 9 

Prerequisite: Algebra I 
This is an advanced high school course for freshmen who have completed Algebra I and enjoy thinking 

critically about mathematics concepts.  The course is designed to be a more intensive study of the 

topics covered in Geometry.  The course includes consistent use of algebra to reinforce the skills and 

concepts developed in Algebra I.   Students work at an accelerated pace on the following concepts: 

space geometry, geometric constructions, coordinate geometry, parallel and perpendicular lines, 

properties of triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, and circles, congruence and similarity, right triangle 

trigonometry, area, volume, transformations, modeling, and probability.  Students in advanced 

geometry are expected to apply all skills learned through different forms of critical thinking and write 

mathematical papers and arguments.  Technology is regularly used to enhance the students’ 

understanding of topics.  Students will compete in in-class math competitions and also off-campus 

math competitions.  Students are required to attend off-campus competitions.  Required 

Calculator:  TI-Nspire CX or TI-Nspire CX CAS 

 

ALGEBRAIC CONNECTIONS (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Geometry 

Algebraic Connections is a course beyond the level of Algebra I and Geometry that provides students 

with additional mathematical experiences prior to enrollment in Algebra II, with or without 

Trigonometry, or for students for whom this will be a culminating course. The course extends the 

scope of content of the prerequisite courses, integrating topics from algebra, geometry, measurement, 

and probability and statistics with an emphasis on real-world applications.  A TI graphing calculator 

(any model TI-83 or above) is required for this course. 

 

ALGEBRA II (Year) 

Grade 12 

Prerequisite: Geometry 

Algebra II is designed to be a terminating high school course and does not meet the requirement 

for the advanced high school diploma.  The following concepts are included: reinforcement of 

familiar algebraic and problem-solving skills as developed in Algebra I and Geometry, development of 

the complex number system, quadratic equations, functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, 

and polynomial expressions.  A TI graphing calculator (any model TI-83 or above) is required for this 

course. 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

ALGEBRA II WITH TRIGONOMETRY (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Geometry 

Algebra II with Trigonometry is a course intended to extend students’ knowledge of Algebra I and 

Geometry, with additional algebraic and trigonometric content.  Along with reinforcement of familiar 

algebraic and problem-solving skills developed in Algebra I and Geometry, this course includes the 

development of the complex number system, quadratic equations, functions, exponential and 

logarithmic functions; polynomial expressions and graphs, rational expressions and graphs. This 

course also includes introductory work with trigonometry, including graphing trigonometric functions, 

solving trigonometric equations, verifying trigonometric identities, and using the Law of Sines and 

Cosines. This course meets the requirements for the Advanced High school diploma.  A TI graphing 

calculator (TI-Nspire/TI-83/Ti-84) is required for this course. 

 

ALGEBRA II WITH TRIGONOMETRY – ADVANCED (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Geometry  

Advanced Algebra II with Trigonometry consists of a more intensive investigation of the topics 

presented in regular Algebra II with Trigonometry, with greater emphasis on proof and theory.   A 

graphing calculator is used frequently to promote deeper understanding of concepts. A TI-Nspire CX 

CAS calculator or any CAS calculator on the College Board approved list for AP calculus is required 

for this course.  
 

DISCRETE MATHEMATICS (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra II with Trigonometry 

Discrete Math is a course designed for students who have successfully completed the Algebra II with 

Trigonometry course and who do not choose to continue their mathematics study in the Precalculus 

course. Discrete Math expands upon the topics of matrices, combinational reasoning, counting 

techniques, algorithms, sequences, series, and their applications. This course will also provide a 

foundation for College Precalculus. Students are expected to work in both individual and group 

settings to apply problem solving strategies and incorporate appropriate technological tools.. A TI 

graphing calculator (any model TI-83 or above) is required for this course. 
 

PRECALCULUS (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra II with Trig 

Precalculus is a course designed for students who have successfully completed the Algebra II With  

Trigonometry course. This course is considered to be a prerequisite for success in calculus and college  

mathematics. Algebraic, graphical, numerical, and verbal analyses are incorporated during 

investigations of the Precalculus content standards. Parametric equations, polar relations, vector 

operations, conic sections, and limits are introduced. Content for this course also includes an expanded 

study of polynomial and rational functions, trigonometric functions, and logarithmic and exponential 

functions. A TI graphing calculator (any model TI-83 or above) is required for this course. 

 

PRECALCULUS – ADVANCED (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Algebra II with Trig 

Advanced Precalculus is designed to be a more intensive investigation of the topics presented in 

regular PreCalculus, with greater emphasis on graphical and algebraic interpretations and analyses.  A 

TI-Nspire CX CAS, TI-89, or any CAS calculator on the College Board approved list for AP Calculus 

is required for the course.   



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

AP STATISTICS (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite/Corequisite: Precalculus  

AP Statistics is the high school equivalent of a one semester, introductory college statistics course. In 

this course, students will develop strategies for collecting, organizing, analyzing, and drawing 

conclusions from data.  Students design, administer, and tabulate results from surveys and 

experiments.  Probability and simulations aid students in constructing models for chance behavior.  

Sampling distributions provide the logical structure for confidence intervals and hypothesis tests.  

Students use graphing calculators (TI-83/84, 89, Nspire) Fathom and other statistical software, and 

Web-based applets to investigate statistical concepts.  To develop effective statistical communication 

skills, students are required to prepare frequent written and oral analyses of real data. 

 

CALCULUS (Year) 

Grade 12 

Prerequisite: Precalculus 

Calculus covers a review of families of functions including constant, algebraic, rational, trigonometric, 

exponential, logarithmic, and their inverses.  Differentiation and integration of these functions 

including applications are covered numerically, analytically, graphically, and verbally.  A TI graphing 

calculator (any model TI-83 or above) is required for this course.   

 

AP CALCULUS AB (Year) 

Grade 12 

Prerequisite: Precalculus 

AP Calculus AB is intended for students with a strong background in mathematics courses and a desire 

to pursue college level courses while in high school.  This course covers functions, graphs, limits, 

derivatives, integrals, and differential equations and their applications with both a conceptual and 

procedural approach.  A strong emphasis is placed on verbal, numerical, analytical, and graphical 

representations of functions included with an AP exam review throughout the course and an extensive 

review during April.  The list of allowable calculators for the exam and course are on the College 

Board web site; however, the College Board allows students to use two graphing calculators during the 

exam.  College credit is contingent upon your score on the AP exam in May.  Generally, a “5” on the 

AB exam will equate to credit for one college semester of calculus.  Some colleges and universities are 

not giving credit for a passing grade on the AB exam, only giving credit for a passing grade on the BC 

exam; therefore, confirm with your college or university regarding awarding of credit.  Summer 

assignment required. 
 

AP CALCULUS BC (Year) 

Grade 12 

Prerequisite: Precalculus 

AP Calculus BC is intended for students with a strong background in advanced mathematics courses 

and an intense desire to obtain college level mathematics credit while in high school.  This course 

covers all the topics in AP Calculus AB with approximately 40% additional topics, requiring the 

course to move at a faster pace than the AP Calculus AB course; however, common topics in both 

courses are tested at the same depth.  Additionally, this course covers parametric, polar, and vector 

functions, advanced techniques of integration, improper integration, and polynomial approximations of 

functions using series.  A strong emphasis is placed on verbal, numerical, analytical, and graphical 

representations of functions included with an AP exam review throughout the course and an extensive 

review during April.  The list of allowable calculators for the exam and course are on the College 

Board web site; however, the College Board allows students to use two graphing calculators during the 

exam.  College credit is contingent upon your score on the AP exam in May.  Generally, a “5” on the 



   

   
 

 

 
 

BC exam will equate to credit for two college semesters of calculus; therefore, confirm with your 

college or university regarding awarding of credit.  BC calculus students also receive an AB subscore 

on the AP exam.   

 

 
 

 

SCIENCE 
 

Registration for AP and Advanced classes requires students to meet specific prerequisites including 

a minimum grade of B in all prior science and math courses. Scheduling for some classes requires 

two periods. This additional time commitment is noted in the specific course description. To further 

clarify graduation requirements, 10
th

-12
th

 grade science course requirements are divided into Group 

1 and Group 2. The courses listed below are designated in this manner.   

 

LIFE/PHYSICAL SCIENCES 

 

BIOLOGY 

Grade 9 

This is a high school level course taken by the majority of freshmen. The curriculum includes study of 

the following concepts: basic biochemistry, cytology, genetics, and a survey of the six kingdoms of 

living things. Students develop laboratory skills and techniques through discovery-oriented 

experiments.  

 

BIOLOGY-ADVANCED 

Grade 9 

This is an advanced high school course for freshmen. The following minimum requirements are 

considered for placement: 90 average in the first semester of 8
th

 grade science and teacher 

recommendation.  The curriculum includes study of the following concepts: basic biochemistry, 

cytology, genetics, and a survey of the six kingdoms of living things.  Students develop laboratory 

skills and techniques through discovery-oriented experiments.  The course content is similar to that of 

regular biology, but moves at an accelerated pace for a more in-depth study of the concepts.  Students 

need to be able to use creativity, inductive and deductive reasoning skills, and intellectual maturity to 

solve problems. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE (Year)  

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry or Physical Science 

Group 2 

Environmental Science is the study of human interaction with the environment.  Topics include 

ecosystems, energy, resource definitions and limitations, water supply, air pollution, flooding, land 

use, and conservation biology.  The course focuses on enhancing decision-making skills based on 

factual information about the environment.   

 

To ensure a complete and well-grounded experience, in addition to lab and classroom activities, the 

course includes an outdoor component.  Students will be expected to participate in exploration, 

observation, and study of a nearby ecosystem.  Every effort will be given to provide students with prior 

notice as to when a field trip will occur, however it is ultimately the students responsibility to be 

prepared, dressing appropriately for various or unpredictable weather conditions.     

 

     



   

   
 

 

 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE AP (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: 90 or higher average in both Biology and Chemistry.  Advanced Biology and 

Advanced Chemistry are strongly recommended. 

Group 1 

AP Environmental Science provides students with the scientific principles, concepts and 

methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and 

analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated 

with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or preventing them.   

 

To ensure a complete and well-grounded experience, in addition to lab and classroom activities, the 

course includes an outdoor research component.    Students will be expected to participate in scientific 

research of a nearby ecosystem.  Every effort will be given to provide students with prior notice as to 

when a field trip will occur, however it is ultimately the students responsibility to be prepared, dressing 

appropriately for various or unpredictable weather conditions.     

 

 

FORENSIC SCIENCE (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Biology and either Physical Science or Chemistry 

Group 2 

Forensic Science is an in-depth exploration into the theories, practices, and laboratory procedures of 

the forensic scientist, as well as other areas related to the field of criminology.   The knowledge and 

skills used by these experts will be covered in lectures and emphasized in lab and class activities.  A 

few of the topics of interest include, but are not limited to, identification, collection and analysis of 

crime scene evidence, such as: blood spatter, hair, glass, pollen and DNA.  Other topics covered 

include:  admissibility of evidence, court rulings, past case studies and current events.   

 

 

 

LIFE SCIENCES 

 

MARINE SCIENCE (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Biology and either Physical Science or Chemistry 

Group 2 

Marine Science is an applied study of the science of the marine environment with emphasis on living 

organisms, oceanography, water chemistry, ecology, biodiversity and human and natural impacts on 

marine systems.  The course includes laboratories and field trips.   

 

HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Biology and either Physical Science or Chemistry (It is strongly recommended that 

you have a C or better in Chemistry or B or better in Physical Science to take this course.) 

Group 1 

Anatomy and Physiology is a course for students interested in an overview of the structures and 

functions of the human body with an emphasis on health.  Required dissections of preserved specimens 

are used to illustrate specific systems.  (Note:  Students intending to take Human Anatomy and 

Physiology AND A.P. Biology should take Human Anatomy and Physiology BEFORE A.P. Biology.) 

 

HUMAN ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY – ADVANCED (Year) 



   

   
 

 

 
 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: 90 or higher average in both Biology and Chemistry. (Advanced Chemistry and 

Advanced Biology are strongly recommended.)    

Group 1 

Advanced Anatomy and Physiology is a course for students interested in a detailed and comprehensive 

analysis of the structures and functions of the human body with emphasis on molecular structures and 

biochemical pathways.  Preserved specimens are used to illustrate specific systems and dissections are 

mandatory.  Human Anatomy and Physiology-Advanced may not be taken after completion of Human 

Anatomy and Physiology-Regular. 

(Note:  Students intending to take Human Anatomy and Physiology AND A.P. Biology should take 

Human Anatomy and Physiology BEFORE A.P. Biology.) 

 

BIOLOGY AP (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: 90 or higher average in both Biology and Chemistry.  It is strongly recommended 

that prior to entering this class, students successfully complete Advanced Biology, Advanced 

Chemistry and/or AP Chemistry. 

Group 1 

AP Biology is a second year of biology for students planning to pursue a science-related college 

curriculum and/or for those desiring college credit for biology.  The course includes such topics as 

molecular and cellular biology, biochemistry, cellular energetics, heredity and molecular genetics, 

organisms and populations.  Some vertebrate physiology topics as well as a brief survey of plants and 

animals are also covered.   Scheduling requires 2 periods. (Note:  Students intending to take Human 

Anatomy and Physiology AND A.P. Biology should take Human Anatomy and Physiology BEFORE 

A.P. Biology.) 

 

PHYSICAL SCIENCES 

  

PHYSICAL SCIENCE (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Group 2 

Physical Science includes coursework and lab work that help students develop an understanding of 

basic physical and chemical principles.  This course is recommended for students with less than an 80 

average in Algebra I and may not be taken after successful completion of any Chemistry or Physics 

course.   

 

CHEMISTRY (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Recommendations:  

Enrolling for 10
th

 grade: 80 or higher average in Algebra I. 

Enrolling for 11
th

 or 12
th

 grade:  80 or higher average in Algebra I and 80 or higher average in 

Physical Science. 

Group 1 

Chemistry is an introduction to general chemistry.  The organized and logical approach to chemical 

concepts, the correlated laboratory work, and the emphasis on problem solving provide students with 

an understanding of chemical principles.  Chemistry requires abstract and critical thinking skills and a 

strong foundation in math.  (Scheduling requires 2 periods; 1 ½ periods are for needed labs and ½ 

period is available for student use.) 
 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

CHEMISTRY II (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: 80 or higher average in Chemistry 

Group 1 

Chemistry II is a second year course in chemistry with an emphasis on laboratory experiments.  The 

course expands on topics from first year chemistry and introduces new topics including 

electrochemistry, biochemistry, polymers and organic nomenclature. This course may not be taken 

after successful completion of A.P. Chemistry. 

 

CHEMISTRY – ADVANCED (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Prior or concurrent enrollment in Algebra II with Trig 

Group 1 

Advanced Chemistry is a course for exceptional students. The course teaches advanced problem 

solving techniques and places strong emphasis on the understanding and application of chemical 

concepts and theories. Hands-on experiences accompany all units throughout the course. This course is 

more in depth and includes topics not covered in Chemistry.  Scheduling requires 2 periods.    

 

CHEMISTRY AP (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: B or higher average in Advanced Chemistry and previous or concurrent 

enrollment in Pre-calculus 

Group 1 

 AP Chemistry is a second year of chemistry for strong students planning to pursue a science or 

technology-related college curriculum.  This course is the equivalent of college freshman chemistry. 

Students are expected to take the end-of-the-year AP Exam in May. (Exceptions to the prerequisites 

will only be considered after a parent-teacher-student conference and the student’s successful 

completion of a screening exam.)  Scheduling requires 2 periods.   

 

PHYSICS (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Prior or concurrent enrollment in Algebra II with Trig and strong math skills  

Group 1 

Physics is a first year course in physics which consists of several closely interconnected units of study 

including time, space, matter, motion, light, and electricity. These concepts are developed through 

laboratory analysis and exploration.  

 

PHYSICS AP (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

AP Physics 1  

AP Physics 1 is an algebra-based physics course for students interested in majoring in the arts and 

sciences.  It is the equivalent to a first-semester college course. The course covers Newtonian 

mechanics (including rotational dynamics and angular momentum); work, energy, and power; 

mechanical waves and sound. Electric circuits are introduced. This course emphasizes applying 

physics knowledge to the practice of scientific inquiry and reasoning. Inquiry-based learning is 

emphasized with 25% of class time devoted to laboratory investigations. Scheduling requires 1 

period.  

Prerequisites: Chemistry and concurrent enrollment in Algebra II with Trig and strong math 

skills. 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

AP Physics 2 

AP Physics 2 is the equivalent to a second-semester college course in algebra-based physics. The 

course covers fluid mechanics; thermodynamics; electricity and magnetism; optics; atomic and nuclear 

physics. This course is a continuation of AP Physics 1.  Scheduling requires 1 period. 

Prerequisite: Successful completion of AP Physics 1 or regular Physics and concurrent 

enrollment in Pre-Calculus. 

 

AP Physics C 

AP Physics C is a physics course designed for students interested in majoring in science, engineering 

or in a technology-related field. The course is calculus-based and requires critical thinking skills. The 

first semester covers classical Newtonian mechanics. Topics include motion in one and two 

dimensions, rotational mechanics, work, energy, momentum, static equilibrium, harmonic motion and 

gravity. The second semester covers electricity and magnetism. Topics include electric fields, Gauss' 

law, electrical potential, capacitance, DC and AC circuits, magnetic fields, Faraday's law and 

inductance.  Twenty percent of class time is devoted to laboratory investigations and scientific 

reasoning.  This course may be taken after AP Physics 1. Scheduling requires 2 periods.  

Prerequisites: Chemistry and concurrent enrollment in Calculus B/C 

  

  

 

LIFE SKILLS COURSES – 
These courses are designed for students who will be attending a 2-year college or preparing for the workforce.  

These courses are by teacher recommendation only. 

 

*LIFE SKILLS ENGLISH I, II, III, AND IV delineates functional content standards necessary for 

achieving reading, writing and language competency in the workplace and in community life. 

Emphasis is on application of communication skills in a variety of settings.  Students are admitted to 

these courses by teacher/counselor approval only. 

 

UNITED STATES HISTORY FOR LIVING I AND II, ECONOMICS FOR LIVING, AND 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT FOR LIVING enables students to apply and utilize their 

knowledge to develop informed opinions about issues such as the quest for peace, human rights, trade, 

global economy, ecology, the function of economic systems, and theories, study of the Constitution 

and the impact each has on everyday life (Teacher recommendation required). 

 

*ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS II AND ALGEBRAIC EXPLORATIONS I & II engages the 

student in acquisition of functional math concepts designed to equip the individual with math skills 

needed for successful employment and independent living.  (Students are admitted to this course by 

teacher/counselor approval only.) 

 

*LIFE SKILLS PHYSICAL SCIENCE I, LIFE SKILLS BIOLOGY II, LIFE SKILLS EARTH 

& SPACE SCIENCE III, and LIFE SKILLS SCIENCE CONNECTIONS IV prepares students for 

independent living by providing awareness and acquisition of health care knowledge, personal self-

care skills, and basic scientific concepts relevant to independent living and employment.  (Teacher 

recommendation required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

WORLD LANGUAGES 

Students who are recommended by their teachers to take advanced foreign language classes are 

those students who have a strong language aptitude, absorb material quickly, devote adequate time 

to their studies, and enjoy a challenge.  They are expected to be self-motivated and willing to study 

independently.  They should have demonstrated that they can work cooperatively with a small group 

and with the class as a whole. Recommendations are made by the current teacher for AP, advanced, 

or regular based on teacher’s assessment of student performance and interest. 

 

FRENCH 

 

FRENCH I, FRENCH II, and FRENCH III (Year-Each Course) 

Grade 9-12 

Prerequisite: Preceding course for French II and III 

French I, II and III begin the development of a foundation in four language skills (listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing).  The goal of this sequence of courses is to enable students to use French 

appropriately in real-life situations, to build reading and writing skills, and to teach and develop an 

appreciation of the culture and civilization of the Francophone world.  The three courses are based on 

the use of a program that progressively builds the language skills and regularly reviews material 

previously learned in order to help the student achieve a high level of proficiency.  These courses are 

supplemented with audiovisual materials and enriched with videos and reading appropriate for each 

level. 

 

FRENCH II and FRENCH III – ADVANCED (Year- Each Course) 

Grade 9-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 
Pre-AP courses in which students will learn at an accelerated rate and will therefore cover more 

material.  In addition to oral proficiency, reading, writing, and the study of correct grammar and 

idiomatic usage will be stressed.  

  

FRENCH IV (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: French III 

French IV uses a textbook which presents an in-depth view of France, its culture and civilization by a 

systematic introduction to French history and literature.  The review of grammar and the further 

development of oral skills are an important component of this course. 

 

FRENCH IV – ADVANCED (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 

Advanced French IV is a course for students with linguistic ability and a special interest in French.  

The course involves a study of grammar in order to develop writing skills. Conversational skills are 

emphasized.  The student will begin a systematic study of history and survey of French literature 

which will provide a basis for class discussions and written assignments.  This course is designed to 

lead to the Advanced Placement French Language course. (Teacher recommendation required.) 

 

FRENCH V (Year) 

Grade 12 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 
French V is a continuation of the text and studies begun in French IV.  The student will strengthen 

language skills and complete a systematic introduction to French history, literature and culture.   



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

FRENCH V – ADVANCED (Year) 

Grade 12 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 

Advanced French V is a continuation of the text and studies begun in French IV.  The student will 

strengthen language skills and complete a systematic introduction to French history, literature and 

culture.   

 

FRENCH LANGUAGE AP (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 

AP French is designed to prepare the student for the Advanced Placement examination.  The exam is 

divided into four sections:  writing skills, reading comprehension, listening comprehension and oral 

proficiency.  The course includes writing essays and compositions, listening exercises, reading in a 

variety of sources (literary and journalistic), and speaking in various types of exercises and 

presentations.  Grammar is studied in depth and a wide range of vocabulary is developed.  Emphasis is 

placed on perfecting all aspects of language use.  

 

SPANISH 
 

SPANISH I (Year) 

Grade 8-12 

Spanish I provides a basic foundation in the four language skills--reading, writing, listening, and 

speaking--with special emphasis on the audio-lingual skills. Basic grammar and vocabulary are taught 

in the context of cultural and practical knowledge content areas.  Students also apply geography skills 

pertaining to Spain and the Americas.  Finally, authentic audio, video and print texts are integrated into 

the curriculum, thereby enriching listening and speaking ability. 

 

SPANISH II (Year) 

Grade 9-12 

Prerequisite: Spanish I 

Spanish II continues the development of audio-lingual skills with increased emphasis on grammar 

study.  Reading for comprehension and writing skills in the context of cultural studies are also 

included. 

 

SPANISH II – ADVANCED (Year) 

Grade 9-12 

Prerequisite: Spanish I and Teacher Recommendation 

Advanced Spanish II is designed for selected students who are expected to comprehend the grammar at 

a faster rate, to demonstrate a more advanced level of oral competency, and to be able to retain the 

material learned in the first level of the language.  In addition to covering the same content and 

materials as the Spanish II class, the advanced class goes more in depth and includes additional 

grammatical structures.   

 

SPANISH III (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Spanish II 

Spanish III continues the basic Spanish course.  New verb tenses and grammatical structures are 

introduced.  Writing and reading skills are developed around the communicative objectives of each 

chapter. 



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

SPANISH III – ADVANCED (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Spanish II and Teacher Recommendation 

Advanced Spanish III includes all the material covered in Spanish III, however, the students are 

expected to master these concepts in greater depth, and more emphasis is placed on independent 

expression in speaking and writing.  Spanish is spoken almost exclusively in the classroom by the 

teacher and the students in order to improve listening comprehension and speaking proficiency.   

 

SPANISH IV (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Spanish III 

Spanish IV includes a review of previous grammatical structures as well as a more advanced study of 

the imperfect subjunctive and sequence of tenses. Students are introduced to six Hispanic artists and 

study about their lives, influences, characteristics of their work, and discuss works by each artist.  

Students also become acquainted with modern authors of Spain and Spanish America while reading 

selections by each author.  The readings allow the students to gain greater insight into the structure of 

the Spanish language, learn to appreciate contemporary Spanish writing, and lay the foundation for 

discussion of style and literary analysis. 

 

SPANISH IV – ADVANCED (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Spanish III and Teacher Recommendation 

Advanced Spanish IV includes all the material covered in Spanish IV, however, the students are 

expected to master these concepts in greater depth, and more emphasis is placed on independent 

expression in speaking and writing.  Spanish is spoken exclusively in the classroom by the teacher and 

the students in order to improve listening comprehension and speaking proficiency.  This course is 

designed to lead to the Advanced Placement Spanish Language course.   

 

SPANISH V (Year) 

Grade 12 

Prerequisite:  Spanish IV 

Spanish V is designed to continue the study of a wide range of literary works that employ a more 

complex use of the language as well as cultural references and figures of speech. Students study 

advanced features of the language in order to comprehend more abstract concepts, which allows them 

to understand materials presented on a variety of topics related to the diverse cultures of the Hispanic 

world.  
 

SPANISH AP (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Spanish IV and Teacher Recommendation 

AP Spanish is designed to prepare the student for the Advanced Placement examination which tests 

listening comprehension, writing skills, reading comprehension and oral proficiency.  The course 

includes a comprehensive review of grammar, the development of independent writing skills, reading 

from a variety of sources, speaking in various types of exercises, and the development of a wide range 

of vocabulary.  Emphasis is placed on perfecting all aspects of language use.   

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

LATIN 
 

LATIN I (Year) 

Grade 9-12 
Latin I is a course designed to teach grammar and vocabulary with an emphasis on Latin root meanings 

and English derivatives. Latin stories are read for an understanding of Roman history, mythology, and 

culture. 

 

LATIN II (Year)  

Grade 9-12 

Prerequisite: Latin I  

Latin II continues the study of Latin grammar and vocabulary and introduces the subjunctive mood and 

more in depth study of noun case usage.  Roman history and culture are covered in greater detail, with 

an emphasis on Roman heroes. Students read Caesar’s Gallic Wars in the second semester. 

 

LATIN II – ADVANCED (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Latin I and Teacher Recommendation 

Advanced Latin II consists of an extensive review of Latin I and is designed for students who are able 

to retain most of the material covered in first year.  Greater emphasis is placed upon the subjunctive 

mood and other points of grammar.  Students are expected to acquire stronger skills in reading and 

comprehending Latin mythology, history, and literature.  Caesar's campaign in Gaul is read in the 

spring.   

 

LATIN III (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Latin II 

Latin III is designed to offer a more concentrated review of first and second year grammar and 

vocabulary than the advanced third year class while reading excerpts from the same authors – Caesar, 

Pliny, Sallust, and Cicero. The advanced grammar requisite to a level three Latin class will also be 

taught and the student may be qualified to take the level four advanced course. 

 

LATIN III –ADVANCED (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Latin II and Teacher Recommendation 

Advanced Latin III focuses on employing advanced grammar and vocabulary to read primary sources 

that illuminate the history and culture of Rome.  Readings included are from Cicero’s speeches and 

letters, Sallust’s Bellum Catilinae, and selected letters of Pliny.  Independent research and study are 

required. This course when taken junior year may qualify students for Advanced Placement Latin.  

 

LATIN IV – ADVANCED (Year)  

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Latin III and Teacher Recommendation 

Advanced Latin IV is a course designed to provide a comprehensive grammar review, introduce 

advanced level grammar and syntax and different types of Latin poetry.  Students will read and analyze 

selected poems of Martial, Catullus, Horace and Ovid.  Students will be required to do independent 

research on the history and philosophy of the Augustan Age.   

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

LATIN AP CAESAR AND VERGIL (Year)  

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Latin III/IV and Teacher Recommendation 

A P Latin Caesar and Vergil is a course of study in which students read, translate, understand, 

analyze, and interpret selections of the Latin text of Caesar’s De Bello Gallico and Vergil’s Aeneid.  

Further study of grammar, mythology, history, versification, and style is designed to prepare the 

student for the Advanced Placement examination. This class is designed for the fifth year of study, 

but may be taken by fourth year seniors. 

 

 
 

FINE ARTS 

 
Level 1 Courses 

Art Foundations (Semester) 

Grade 7-8 

This course is offered to beginning art students in 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade who are interested in advancing 

their knowledge in the visual arts. In this course, students will be introduced to the basic fundamentals 

of art by creating original works of art using a variety of media.  Students will learn basic art 

vocabulary, techniques for drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, and sculpture, as well as basic 

concepts for building a strong composition.  Art history, aesthetics, criticism and career opportunities 

are explored. Art Foundations serves as a prerequisite to Art I. 

 

Art I (Semester) 

Grade 8-9 

Prerequisite: Art Foundations  

This course is offered to 8
th

 and 9
th

 grade students who are interested in the visual arts and have 

completed Art Foundations or Art Intro.  In this course, students will refine and advance their skills as 

well as gain a deeper understanding of the building block of visual art by learning to manipulate the 

elements of art and the principles of design through the use of a variety of processes, techniques, and 

media.  For 9
th

 grades, successful completion of this course fulfills the .5 credit Fine Arts requirement.   

 

Introduction to Art  (Semester) 

Grade 9 

This course is offered to beginning art students in the 9
th

 grade who have not taken Art Foundations in 

the 7
th

 or 8
th

 grade. In this course, students will be introduced to the basic fundamentals of art by 

creating original works of art using a variety of media.  Students will learn basic art vocabulary, 

techniques for drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, and sculpture, as well as basic concepts for 

building a strong composition.  Art history, aesthetics, criticism and career opportunities are also 

explored.  Successful completion of this course fulfills the .5 credit Fine Arts requirement. Art 

Introduction also serves as a prerequisite to Art I and mid-level art courses offered at the high school. 

 

Art I  (Semester) 

Grade 8-9 

Prerequisite: Art Foundations or Introduction to Art 

This course is offered to 8
th

 and 9
th

 grade students who have completed Art Foundations or 

Introduction to Art and are interested in advancing their knowledge in the visual arts.  In this course, 

students will refine and advance their skills as well as gain a deeper understanding of the building 

block of visual art by learning to manipulate the elements of art and the principles of design through 



   

   
 

 

 
 

the use of a variety of processes, techniques, and media.  Successful completion of this course fulfills 

the .5 credit Fine Arts requirement for 9
th

 grades students. 

 

ART IA (Semester) 

Grade 9-12 

Art 1A gives students an opportunity to explore basic composition and design through drawing, 

painting, printmaking, ceramics, and sculpture.  Students create original works of art using a variety of 

materials and techniques.  In addition to creating art, students will learn how to look at art critically 

through the lenses of aesthetics and art history.  Art 1A serves as a prerequisite to upper level art 

courses at the high school. Successful completion of this course fulfills the .5 credit Fine Arts diploma 

requirement. 

 

Advanced Art (Semester) 

Grade 9 

Prerequisite:  Art I  

This course is offered to 9
th

 grade students who have successfully completed Art I. Advanced art is 

designed for serious art students who are interested in advancing their artistic skills as well as building 

a portfolio of work. This course continues with more advanced techniques of a variety of art media and 

art forms. Emphasis is place on understanding how communicate concepts and intentions through 

manipulation of subject matter, organizational components, media, and processes as well as exploring 

art criticism and analysis of their own works of art and the art of others.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHY I (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Photography is an entry level class in which students will learn the basics of analog black and white 

film photography, compositional skills, along with elements and principles of design. Students receive 

exposure to art history, culture, aesthetics, and criticism as they illustrate the concepts explored in 

studio projects.  Students will develop a vocabulary to describe, analyze, compare and judge works of 

photographic art. Students will use self- made pinhole cameras and Digital SLR cameras to shoot, 

develop and process traditional black and white prints. All aspects of the class build on the basic 

foundations of photography which apply to both analog and digital mediums. Ultimately, students will 

gain a better understanding of their own personal motivations for photography and creating art. 

Students are required to provide their own Digital SLR camera with manual capabilities for both 

shutter speed and aperture.  In addition students will be required to provide some of their own supplies 

(black and white film and paper) for the course. Successful completion of this course fulfills the .5 

credit Fine Arts diploma requirement. 

 

 

Level 2 Courses 

 

2D DESIGN (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Art IA or Art Intro 

2D Design consists of a variety of 2 dimensional art media and art forms with a primary emphasis 

placed on the elements and principles of design. Students receive further exposure to art history, 

culture, aesthetics, and criticism as they explore concepts in studio projects. They continue to learn the 

visual language and understand visual relationships and artistic symbolism.  Students who want to 

pursue AP Studio Art need to sign up for both 2D Design (Fall) and Advanced 2D Design (Spring) the 

same year, so that they get the whole year to start building their portfolios. 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

3D DESIGN (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Art IA or Art Intro 

3D Design students will learn how to manipulate space and form in the 3-dimensional art disciplines of 

ceramics and sculpture.  Students learn the basics of throwing on the potter’s wheel, hand-building 

techniques, glazing and firing ceramics.  In addition to clay, students will use materials such as wire, 

plaster, paper mache, and found objects.  Historical and contemporary artists will be discussed along 

with the aesthetics and criticism of 3-D artworks. 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF DRAWING AND PAINTING (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Art IA  or Art Intro 

Draw/Paint continues the student’s experience in the fundamentals of drawing, painting, and 

printmaking with a variety of art styles, techniques, and processes. Students receive further exposure to 

art history, culture, aesthetics, and criticism as they explore concepts in studio projects. They continue 

to learn the visual language and understand visual relationships and artistic symbolism. Students who 

want to pursue AP Studio Art need to sign up for both Fundamentals of Drawing/Painting (Fall) and 

Advanced Drawing/Painting (Spring) the same year so that they get the whole year to start building 

their portfolios. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY II (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Photography I 

Photography II continues the student’s experience building on the foundations presented in 

Photography I.  A variety of art styles, techniques, and processes will allow the student more access to 

personal expression of self through photography. Students will further develop their skills at self-

directed study and the development of a strong photography portfolio. Students receive further 

exposure to art history, culture, aesthetics, and criticism as they explore concepts in studio projects. 

They continue to learn the visual language and understand visual relationships and artistic symbolism.  

Students are required to provide their own Digital SLR cameras and some of their own photography 

supplies for the course. 

 

Level 3 Courses 

 

ADVANCED 2D DESIGN (Semester)  

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: 2D Design 

Advanced 2D Design is a continuation of 2D Design with more advanced techniques of a variety of 2 

dimensional art media and art forms with a primary emphasis placed on the elements and principles of 

design. There is an emphasis on understanding major art styles, themes, and movements of art with 

application to the student’s studio projects.  Students communicate concepts and intentions through 

manipulation of subject matter, organizational components, media, and processes while exploring 

issues in art criticism and analysis of their own works of art and the art of others. This course is 

designed to work as a Pre-AP Studio Art 2D Design course.  

 

ADVANCED 3D DESIGN (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: 3D Design 

Advanced 3D Design allows students to improve and refine their understanding of clay and other 

sculptural media.  More advanced techniques will be explored in wheel-throwing and hand-building.   

New sculptural processes such as assemblage, casting, and stone carving will also be introduced.  More 



   

   
 

 

 
 

emphasis will be placed on in-depth analysis of students’ own artworks as well as the works of other 

students.  This course is designed to help prepare students for the AP Studio Art: 3D Design course.   

 

ADVANCED DRAWING AND PAINTING (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Fundamentals of Drawing and Painting 

Advanced Draw/Paint a continuation of Fundamentals of Drawing/Painting with more advanced 

techniques and processes of drawing, painting, and printmaking with a variety of art styles and 

techniques. There is an emphasis on understanding major art styles, themes, and movements of art with 

application to the student’s studio projects. Students communicate concepts and intentions through 

manipulation of subject matter, organizational components, media, and processes while exploring 

issues in art criticism and analysis of their own works of art and the art of others. This course is 

designed to work as a Pre-AP Studio Art Drawing course.  

 

PORTFOLIO ENHANCEMENT- PHOTOGRAPHY (Year)  

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisites- Photography II and Teacher Recommendation 

This course will serve as an optional Pre-AP Photography course to build upon skills obtained in 

Photography I and Photography II or a post AP Photography course to supplement a student’s 

portfolio. In addition to allowing students to expand their skills and maturity, they will work with 

upper level AP content in a non-weighted course that may be used to supplement AP Photography the 

following year. This course will be scheduled in tandem with AP Photography. 

 

PORTFOLIO ENGHANCMENT- VISUAL ARTS (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisites- Advanced Draw/Paint or Advanced 2D Design or Advanced 3D Design 

Visual Art Portfolio Enhancement is to serve as an optional Pre-AP Studio Art 2D Design, Pre-AP 

Studio Drawing course, or Pre-AP Studio 3D Design course.  This class is for students who have 

completed 2D Design and Advanced 2D Design classes or Fundamentals of Drawing & Painting and 

Advanced Drawing & Painting classes or 3D Design and Advanced 3D Design.  In addition to 

allowing students to expand their skills and maturity, students will work with upper level AP content in 

a non-weighted course that may be used to supplement AP Studio Art: 2D Design or AP Studio Art: 

Drawing or AP Studio Art: 3D Design course.  Students may take this course the same year, the year 

before, or the following year.  

 

 

Level 4 Courses 

 

AP PHOTOGRAPHY (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Photography II and Teacher Recommendation 

AP Photography requires special permission from the instructor for enrollment. Prior photography 

experience and ongoing self-directed study are necessary to meet portfolio requirements for breadth, 

concentration, and quality. Summer assignments and documentation of work are required. Students 

create a photography portfolio with design principles as the main emphasis. 

 

AP STUDIO ART: 2D DESIGN (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Advanced 2D Design or Advanced Drawing and Painting and Teacher 

Recommendation 



   

   
 

 

 
 

AP Studio 2D Design requires special permission from the instructor for enrollment as well as 

prerequisite classes. Extensive prior 2D Design experience and ongoing self-directed study are 

necessary to meet portfolio requirements for breadth, concentration, and quality. Summer assignments 

and digital documentation of work are required. Students create a portfolio with design principles as 

the main emphasis. Students will also explore one concept in depth over a series of artworks.  A 

portfolio of the student’s artworks will be submitted to AP College Board to be evaluated at year’s end.  

Each student must complete 3 summer projects (due the 2
nd

 day of fall semester) prior to beginning AP 

2D Design. 

 

 

AP STUDIO ART: 3D DESIGN (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Advanced 3D Sculpture and Teacher Recommendation 

AP Studio 3D is a year-long course that allows students to complete a large body of 3-dimensional 

artworks, building on skills and concepts developed in previous 3D Design courses.  Students will 

complete original artworks based on a variety of approaches to representation, abstraction, and 

expression.  Students will also explore one concept in depth over a series of artworks.  A portfolio of 

the student’s artworks will be submitted to AP College Board to be evaluated at year’s end.  Each 

student must complete 3 summer projects (due the 2
nd

 day of fall semester) prior to beginning AP 3D 

Design.  

 

AP STUDIO ART: DRAWING (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Advanced Drawing and Painting or Advanced 2D Design and Teacher 

Recommendation 

AP Studio Drawing requires special permission from the instructor for enrollment as well as 

prerequisite classes. Extensive prior drawing and painting experience and ongoing self-directed study 

are necessary to meet portfolio requirements for breadth, concentration, and quality. Summer 

assignments and digital documentation of work are required. Students create a portfolio with drawing 

and painting in a variety of media and techniques as the main emphasis. Students will also explore one 

concept in depth over a series of artworks.  A portfolio of the student’s artworks will be submitted to 

AP College Board to be evaluated at year’s end.  Each student must complete 3 summer projects (due 

the 2
nd

 day of fall semester) prior to beginning AP 2D Drawing. 

 

AP ART HISTORY (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

AP Art History involves critical thinking within the development of an understanding of diverse 

historical and cultural contexts of architecture, sculpture, painting and other media. In the course, 

students examine and critically analyze major forms of artistic expression from the past and the present 

from a variety of cultures. Art history emphasizes understanding works of art within their historical 

context by examining issues such as politics, class, religion, patronage, audience, gender, function and 

ethnicity. The AP Art History course also teaches students to understand works of art through both 

visual and contextual analysis.  Students who have performed well in other humanities courses and 

possess strong study skills may sign up for this course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

BAND & CHORAL MUSIC 

 

BAND, BEGINNING (Year) 

Grade 9 

This course is designed for the beginning instrumental music student in grades 6-9. Students will learn 

to produce characteristic sounds on band instruments while learning to read music and perform in an 

instrumental music classroom setting. Students become well versed in the ability to count and sight-

read rhythms. Participation in all performances is required. This course fulfills the .5 credit Fine Arts 

diploma requirement for graduation. 

 

BAND, MARCHING/CONCERT (Year) 

Grade 9 

This is a performing group at MBHS covering instrumental music fundamentals through college band 

preparation.  Entrance is by audition and recommendation of MBJH band director.  Requirements 

include marching and drill techniques along with concert performances. Marching Band will practice 

after school at the high school during football season. This course fulfills the .5 credit Fine Arts 

diploma requirement for graduation. 

 

BAND, CONCERT  

Grade 9 

This is an intermediate level band course designed for 8th and 9th graders with one or more years of 

experience in band. Concert Band performs regularly at concerts, competitive music festivals, and 

selected pep rallies and athletic events. Participation in all performances is required. Students who 

successfully complete this course will be eligible, with the director's approval, to join the High School 

Marching Band in the 9
th

 grade. Prerequisite: Beginning Band This course fulfills the .5 credit Fine 

Arts diploma requirement for graduation.  

 

BAND (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: JH Band Completion or Band Director Permission 

Band is a performing arts activity consisting of marching band, symphonic band, jazz ensemble, 

percussion ensemble and various other small ensembles.  Instructional priorities include the 

development of instrumental skills, music literacy, ensemble technique, and the study/performance of 

music from diverse genres and styles.  The curricular and philosophic core of the band program is the 

symphonic band.  It is through the symphonic band that students derive musical experiences of the 

greatest import.  To accomplish this objective, students rehearse, study, and perform masterpieces of 

the concert band literature.  Each year students prepare for a performance/cultural trip that consists of 

adjudicated/festival performance and attendance at events such as opera, symphony, and theater.  

Students also have numerous individual audition opportunities such as collegiate honor bands, all-state 

bands, and solo performance.  

 

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

This course is designed to give students hands on experience with the latest computer technology used 

in music production including Sibelius, Garageband, and iMovie.  The class introduces styles of music, 

uses of music and sound in a commercial world, and the editing of music and sounds.  Basic music 

theory is taught through technology programs and demonstrated in projects using the software in the 

class.  The class is set in a Mac lab with state of the art technology, synthesizer keyboards, operating 

midi signals connected to iMac computers and is limited to twelve students. Most assessment is 

through hands- on- projects done in class. Proficiency or knowledge of reading music is not required.  

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

CHOIR JH (Year) 

This course is designed for students who are eager to explore choral music instruction. Emphasis is 

placed on the fundamentals of singing. They are exposed to various musical styles and cultures. The 

MBJH Choir is a performing group. Participation in all performances is required. This course fulfills 

the .5 credit Fine Arts diploma requirement for graduation. 

 

CHOIR JH, HONORS (Year) 

Prerequisite: JH Choir 

Requirement: Audition 

This is an advanced, performing choir for MBJH students. Sight-singing abilities are strengthened, 

enabling students to proficiently perform two- and three-part literature in treble and bass clef. Students 

continue to sing a varied repertoire of music, including selections in two languages. Participation in all 

performances is required. This course fulfills the .5 credit Fine Arts diploma requirement for 

graduation. 

 

CONCERT WOMEN’S CHOIR (Year) 

Grade 10-12 
Women’s Choir is a choir which is non-auditioned.  ALL sophomore girls taking choir will be placed 

in this choir and junior and senior girls may elect to be in this choir.  The choir will focus on learning 

the fundamentals of reading music, performing and how to work together to become a successful team.  

Participation in the Winter Show (which involves selling tickets and extra outside of school rehearsals) 

is mandatory.  The Fall Concert, State Choral Performance Assessment Festival and Spring Concert 

are also required as part of the course grade.  Uniform (a dress and two t-shirts must be purchased) is 

required.  Outside of school rehearsals total an estimated 18 hours for the entire year with the majority 

of these hours concentrated around the Winter Show (February).   Students choosing to be in choir are 

expected to be a productive part of class.  PE/LIFE credit may be earned through this class. 

 

CONCERT MEN’S CHOIR (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Men’s Choir is a choir which is non-auditioned.  ALL sophomore boys taking choir will be placed in 

this choir and junior and senior boys may elect to be in this choir.  The choir will focus on learning the 

fundamentals of reading music, performing and how to work together to become a successful team.  

Participation in the Winter Show (which involves selling tickets and extra outside of school rehearsals) 

is mandatory.  The Fall Concert, State Choral Performance Assessment Festival and Spring Concert 

are also required as part of the course grade.  Uniform (a tuxedo, a vest and two t-shirts must be 

purchased) is required.  Outside of school rehearsals total an estimated 14 hours for the entire year with 

the majority of these hours concentrated around the Winter Show (February).   Students choosing to be 

in choir are expected to be a productive part of class.  PE/LIFE credit may be earned through this class. 

 

HONORS CHOIR (Year) 

Grade 11-12  

Students who have not participated in a MBHS choir previously must be approved by Mr. 

Kincaid for Honors Choir by his signature on their class selection form. 

Honors Choir is a choir which is non-auditioned, but students must have Mr. Kincaid’s approval to be 

in the class.  Junior and senior students who were not selected for Chamber Choir or who elected to not 

audition for Chamber Choir will be placed in this choir.  (Junior and seniors may choose to be in the 

Women’s or Men’s Choir as well).  The choir will focus on performance while continuing to enhance 

the fundamentals of reading music, performing and how to work together to become a successful team.  

Participation in the Winter Show (which involves selling tickets and extra outside of school rehearsals) 

is mandatory.  The Fall Concert, State Choral Performance Assessment Festival and Spring Concert 

are also required as part of the course grade.  Uniform (a dress and two t-shirts for girls and a tuxedo, a 



   

   
 

 

 
 

vest and two t-shirts for boys must be purchased) is required.  Outside of school rehearsals total an 

estimated 24 hours for the entire year with the majority of these hours concentrated around the Winter 

Show (February).   Students choosing to be in choir are expected to be a productive part of class. 

 

CHAMBER CHOIR (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: Audition 

Chamber Choir is a 36-40 member choir and is the premier ensemble at MBHS.  This auditioned choir 

is for students in grades 11-12.  Performance is the main focus with intense instruction in music theory, 

voice care and sight-reading.  The Chamber Choir hosts the annual Winter Show, competes in several 

competitions, and travels every other year with a Concert/Competition Tour.  Participation in the 

Winter Show (which involves selling tickets and extra outside of school rehearsals) is mandatory.  The 

Fall Concert, State Choral Performance Assessment Festival and Spring Concert are also required as 

part of the course grade.  Uniform (a dress and two t-shirts for girls and a tuxedo, a vest and two t-

shirts for boys must be purchased) is required.  Outside of school rehearsals total an estimated 30 hours 

for the entire year with the majority of these hours concentrated around the Winter Show (February).   

Auditions are held in March for placement.   

 

ABOG: A BUNCH OF GUYS (Year) 

Prerequisite: Audition 

No Credit 

ABOG is an 8-9 member all guy group.  The ensemble performs all styles of a cappella music, with 

many school, community, athletic, and regional performances throughout the year.  Auditions are held 

in May and are led by the senior members of the group, who, along with the director, selects all 

members.  The group rehearses twice weekly outside the regular school day.  Uniform and travel 

required. 

 

 

DRAMA 

 

 

DRAMA INTRO (Year) 

Grade 9  
This course is designed for 9

th
 graders who want to be on stage. Students participate in a one-act play, 

a dramatic duo acting team, and an original play that is presented at the end of the semester.  This class 

also includes the technical side of theater, such as lighting and sound, costuming and makeup, set 

design, and directing. Successful completion of this course earns .5 credit towards the Fine Arts 

requirements for graduation. 

 

STAGE TO SCREEN: CINEMATIC MAGIC (Semester) 

Stage to Screen will view videos of stage productions beginning with the Ancient Greek period and 

continuing up to the modern Broadway Musical. Emphasis is placed on studying videos of stage plays 

representing the origin and evolution of theatrical productions and illustrating various theatrical styles 

by major world and American playwrights, lyricists, and musicians. Students will be required to 

discuss and write about the elements of theater, reacting on a subjective and objective level using 

theater vocabulary. 

 

THE ART OF CINEMA (Semester) 
The Art of Cinema meets Arts Survey curriculum standards for the Alabama Course of Study.  

Students will view revolutionary films of influential pioneer directors such as Orson Wells, Alfred 

Hitchcock, and Steven Spielberg and illustrate with video the history, development and components of 



   

   
 

 

 
 

a cinematic production.  The course is designed to encourage students to become more observant, 

perceptive and analytical as they view the various aspects of filmmaking.   The students will create a 

short film that effectively depicts an overall theme using modern technology. Text:  The Art of 

Watching Films 

 

THEATRE ARTS I (Year) 
Theatre Arts I is a yearlong course introducing students to the art of theatre, methods of acting, eras of 

theatre history and even some fundamentals of technical theatre.  Emphasis is placed upon critical 

thinking, self-actualization, observation, vocal and physical work.  Students learn through creative, 

hands-on projects as well as individual and group activities. Class activities include improvisation, 

movement, monologues, scene work, pantomime, script analysis and character development.  Students 

are expected to demonstrate what they have learned in a variety of ways, including performing their 

work in class.   Students are also encouraged to participate in theatre competitions. 

 

THEATRE ARTS II (Year) 

Prerequisite: Theater Arts I or Instructor Approval 

The advanced classes of Theatre Arts (II,III,IV) are combined into a class that meets 8
th

 period.  They 

are all yearlong courses with an emphasis on performance.  Students are involved in all aspects of the 

production process, from acting, designing, playwriting and directing.  Students continue to study 

theatre history, criticism, and various methods of staging, scoring parts, and exploring the physical and 

psychological aspects of characterization.  In the Fall, students will represent MBHS as they compete 

with a one act play at the Trumbauer Theatre Festival. Students will also be required to compete in the 

Festival by taking at least one individual event.  An additional show will be produced in the Spring that 

is not for the competition.  Students are expected to be at rehearsals.  

While there is rehearsal time during class, additional rehearsal time may be required of the students 

after school.  For the best utilization of time, rehearsals are held during class and continue without 

break after school.  (Prerequisite: instructor’s approval and student must be available the first 

Saturday in November and the first Friday/Saturday in December) 

THEATRE ARTS III/IV (Year) 

Prerequisite: Theater Arts II/III or Instructor’s Approval 

The advanced classes of Theatre Arts (II,III,IV) are combined into a class that meets 8
th

 period.  They 

are all yearlong courses with an emphasis on performance.  Students are involved in all aspects of the 

production process, from acting, designing, playwriting and directing.  Students continue to study 

theatre history, criticism, and various methods of staging, scoring parts, and exploring the physical and 

psychological aspects of characterization.  In the Fall, students will represent MBHS as they compete 

with a one act play at the Trumbauer Theatre Festival. Students will also be required to compete in the 

Festival by taking at least one individual event.  An additional show will be produced in the Spring that 

is not for the competition.  Students are expected to be at rehearsals. While there is rehearsal time 

during class, additional rehearsal time may be required of the students after school.  For the best 

utilization of time, rehearsals are held during class and continue without break after school.  

(Prerequisite: instructor’s approval and student must be available the first Saturday in November 

and the first Friday/Saturday in December) 

TECHNICAL THEATRE I (Semester) 
Technical Theatre I is a semester course fulfilling the ½ unit Fine Art graduation requirement.  

Students will be introduced to the behind-the-scenes world of theatre by examining a variety of 

theatrical works and how they would be produced.  Students will discover how to design sets, lights, 

sound, costumes and make up for them.  Theatre and stage terminology, personnel for operation of the 

theatre, techniques in construction of scenery and tools used, safety and theatre history are some of the 

topics covered in this class.  The class encourages communication, creativity skills and demonstrating 



   

   
 

 

 
 

their cross-curriculum learning.  Hands-on class projects are the basis for most assessments.  Students 

are encouraged to participate in theatre competitions with their work. 

TECHNICAL THEATRE II - STAGE MANAGEMENT AND PRODUCTION (Semester) 

Tech Theater II is a semester course and a class that students can take repeatedly.  The class 

emphasizes technical practice, production and management of technical theatre. This class is for the 

student who wants to be involved with the backstage technical production of a show.  The class 

introduces the student to a variety of theatrical works and puts into practice the knowledge gained in 

Technical Theatre I. Students will practice the different elements of theatre: scenery, lighting, props, 

costumes, and sound.  Cross curricular disciplines are used and students gain skills in communication, 

organization, and creativity. The class is structured with hands-on assignments and assessments. 

Students are encouraged to participate in theatre competitions and to be involved in Stage Crew and 

Thespians.  

 

TECHNICAL THEATRE III/IV (Year) 

Prerequisite:  Technical Theater I or Technical Theatre II or Instructor’s Approval 

Technical Theatre III/IV is a yearlong class that allows students to develop concepts in the studio, 

actually create them in a shop and showcase the finished product on the stage. This class gives students 

an opportunity to use technical theater knowledge in a hands-on environment as they will create 

designs for shows and help run the actual productions.  Emphasis is placed on designing sets, 

costumes, lights and sound.  They will also gain experience by working on the sets, costumes, lights 

and sound for upcoming shows in the theatre department.  Students are also encouraged to participate 

in theatre competitions. 

TECHNICAL THEATRE COSTUME AND MAKE-UP (Semester) 

Costume and Make-up is a course focusing on learning the basics of historical periods, fabric 

choices, and basic sewing techniques in costume construction.  Theatre and industry terminology will 

be introduced and basic design projects will be assigned. The student will study basic application 

techniques for make-up and how make-up and costumes are used to help create a character. Students 

will learn how costumes and makeup fit into the total design of a production. 

 

 

 

 

 

CAREER TECHNICAL/PROFESSIONAL STUDIES 
Commerce and Information Technology (CIT):   

 CIT Completer  

 CIT Completers are recognized at Award’s Day  

 Receive Honor Cords to wear at graduation 

 Must earn a total of 3 CIT credits in two or more CIT courses 

 See curriculum chart on page 70 for course requirements 

 

National Business Honor Society 

 Senior - completed or currently enrolled in his/her third business education core course; 

Junior - completed his/her third business education core course 
 See curriculum chart on page 70 for core courses 

 Minimum Overall GPA – 3.0; CIT Courses GPA – 3.5 

 Receive Honor Cords to wear at graduation 



   

   
 

 

 
 

FBLA 

 All business students may join for a $10 fee 

 Students will be members of the local, state and national FBLA 

 Students may participate in local, state and national competition 

 

Courses labeled with an asterisk (*) are not included in the Commerce and Information Technology 

Program and do not count toward CIT Completer or National Business Honor Society. 

 

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS (Semester)* 

Grade 9 

This is a semester course that will provide students with the opportunity to use the computer as a 

problem-solving tool.  The impact of computers on society and ethical issues are presented.  This class 

provides an overview of microcomputer applications beginning with a brief introduction to computer 

concepts and Microsoft Windows 7.  Students will learn to use the Microsoft Office 2010 suite 

including Word, Excel, Access, and PowerPoint.  Students will learn basic Web page creation and 

integration of the Microsoft Office applications.  The class will also focus on using the Internet in 

meaningful class projects.  Successful completion of this course earns .5 credit towards the electives 

requirements for graduation. 

 

CAREER PREPAREDNESS – A (Semester) 

A one-half credit course that is taught in grades 9-12. The course prepares students with knowledge 

and skills in the areas of career development and academic planning and computer skill application. 

This course is a prerequisite to Career Preparedness-B. The required 20-hour online experience can be 

met by successfully completing both Career Preparedness A and Career Preparedness B. 
 

CAREER PREPAREDNESS – B (Semester) 

A one-half credit course that is taught in grades 9-12. The course prepares students with knowledge 

and skills in the areas of career development and academic planning and financial literacy. The 

prerequisite for this course is Career Preparedness-A. The required 20-hour online experience can be 

met by successful completion of both Career Preparedness A and Career Preparedness B. 

 

ACCOUNTING PRINCIPLES (Year) - CORE 

Grade 11-12 

Accounting Principles is designed to help students understand the basic principles of the accounting 

cycle. This course provides a comprehensive introduction to basic financial accounting, including 

analyzing and recording business transactions, preparing and interpreting financial statements, 

demonstrating generally accepted accounting principles, and performing banking and payroll activities. 

The course uses on-line working papers.   

 

FILM PRODUCTION (Semester)* 

Grade 9 

This course is designed for students to develop a foundation in basic principles of communication, 

mass media, research, writing, and speaking. Students are responsible for producing short films and 

documentaries. Successful completion of this course earns .5 credit towards the electives requirements 

for graduation. 

 

BROADCAST NEWS (Semester)* 

Grade 9 

Requirement: Application, Audition Film, and Teacher Recommendation 



   

   
 

 

 
 

This course is for students to design and produce the morning news program and the weekly show. 

Students may apply by downloading an application from the school website and turning it in to Mrs. 

Flowers. Successful completion of this course earns .5 credit towards the electives requirements for 

graduation. 

 

BROADCASTING PRODUCTION I & II (Year- Each Course)* 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Instructor’s Approval for Broadcasting II 

Broadcasting Production places emphasis on shooting, producing, editing and directing programs for 

television broadcasting, building on the foundation covering the basic principles of communication, 

mass media, research, writing, and speaking. Activities will include enhanced skill development in 

videography, editing, set design, lighting, sound, and operation of studio and control room equipment.  

 

BUSINESS ESSENTIALS (Year)  

Grade 10-12 

Business Essentials is designed to help students develop an understanding of how academic skills in 

mathematics, economics, and written and oral communications are integral components of success in 

commerce and information technology careers. Students examine current events to determine impact 

on business and industry and legal and ethical behavior, acquire knowledge of safe and secure 

environmental controls to enhance productivity, determine how resources are managed to achieve 

company goals, and identify employability and personal skills needed to obtain a career and be 

successful in the workplace. As students learn about different types of business ownership, they, 

identify principles of business management, and analyze business practices to determine ethical and 

social responsibilities.  Required for AOD diploma. 

 

BUSINESS LAW (Semester) - CORE 

Grade 10-12 

Business Law is a course designed to acquaint students with the basic legal principles common to 

business and personal activities. Emphasis is placed on business law as it affects young adults with 

focus on the legal rights and responsibilities of students as citizens, consumers, employees and 

employers. This course offers exploration of law as a career. 

 

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY I (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Business Technology I is a course designed to help students develop skills using Microsoft Office. The 

skills learned in Microsoft Office acquaint students with the proper procedures to create documents, 

worksheets, databases, and presentations suitable for coursework, professional purposes, and personal 

use.   Touch typing, Internet and e-mail are also covered.  Projects promoting teamwork and leadership 

skills offer further opportunities for application of knowledge and skills.  Microsoft Office Specialist 

(MOS) exams, a credential to demonstrate that students have the knowledge, skills, and abilities to 

productively use Microsoft Office, are offered in this course.  Also offered is the ACT WorkKeys, a 

series of tests that measure the foundational and soft skills of the student. This course meets the 

technology proficiency requirement mandated by the State of Alabama for graduation. 

 

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY II (Semester)  

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Business Technology I 

Business Technology II provides students with project-based applications of concepts learned in 

Business Technology I. This capstone technology course consists of an integrated, comprehensive set 

of problems relating to project scenarios.  Students apply advance concepts and skills to create 

solutions to the problems using Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and Access. Microsoft Office Specialist 



   

   
 

 

 
 

(MOS), a credential to demonstrate that students have knowledge, skills, and abilities to productively 

use Microsoft Office, are offered in this course. The ACT WorkKeys exam, a series of tests that 

measure the foundational and soft skills of the student, is also offered. 

 

MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES (Semester) - CORE 

Grade 11-12 

Management Principles provides a general overview of national and international business as well as 

the social and economic environments of business. This course emphasizes the basic concepts of 

management, marketing, entrepreneurship and leadership styles as well as the characteristics, 

organization, and operation of business as a major sector of the economy. This course provides 

essential background information for students who plan to study business at postsecondary institutions.  

 

BUSINESS AND PERSONAL FINANCE (Semester) - CORE 

Grade 10-12 

Business and Personal Finance is designed to provide students with an overview of the principles of 

business finance and entrepreneurship. It also introduces students to the management of personal and 

family resources to achieve personal goals and financial literacy.  Course content provides 

opportunities for students to explore economics, marketing, accounting procedures, consumer 

behavior, consumer rights and responsibilities, consumer decision making, individual and family 

money management, banking services, and use of credit.  

 

MULTI-MEDIA PUBLICATIONS (Semester)* 

Grade 10-12 

Multi-Media Publications is designed to provide students with skills involving presentations, desktop 

publishing, web publishing, and digital graphics.  Students use various hardware peripherals as well 

state of the art software programs (Dreamweaver, Fireworks, PowerPoint, Excel, and Photoshop) to 

create a variety of publications.  Upon successful completion of the course, students are able to pursue 

further study in the area of professional interactive multimedia design. 

 

CAREER EXPLORATIONS (Semester)* 

Grade 9 

This course introduces students to careers in computers, robotics, electricity, pneumatics, hydraulics, 

gears, fiber optics, weather satellites, space and rocketry, flight aviation, lasers, computer numerically 

controlled machinery and small gas engines. Successful completion of this course earns .5 credit 

towards the electives requirements for graduation. 

 

CAREER COOPERATIVE EDUCATION (Year-2 Credits)  

Grade 11-12 

Cooperative Education provides students with the opportunity to explore a career area while earning 

school credit.  The goal of this program is to expose students to career opportunities, increase 

knowledge about the world of work and to assist students in making decisions about the future.  

Students must work a minimum of 15 hours per week, obtain employment in an approved work 

environment where student receives pay, and completes an application process.  Applications are due 

February 5, 2014, and can be picked up in the Counseling Suite, in Room 417 or printed from the 

school website.  Students can leave school after 5
th

, 6
th

, or 7
th

 periods to participate in this program.  If 

accepted into the program, securing of a job and other requirements must be completed prior to July 18 

so that the COOP coordinator can visit each work site during the last two weeks of July.  This is a firm 

deadline. 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

WORKFORCE ESSENTIALS (Year)  

Grade 10-12 

Workforce Essentials is designed to provide students with higher-level academic and occupational 

skills that are transferable across jobs and occupational areas. Emphasis is placed on academic 

foundations for careers, applied technology, career development and employment, entrepreneurship 

and business economics, social and ethical responsibility, leadership, and teamwork, safety and health, 

and technical knowledge and skills. Students build on prior knowledge, strengths, interests, and needs 

that enhance preparation for future employment and continuing education and training.  Required for 

AOD diploma. 

 

CAREER FOCUS 

 

The Career Focus program is a grouping of classes that allow students to pursue career interests and 

skills through classes not offered at the MBHS location but at an approved off campus site.  Classes 

offered vary and are based on student interest and demand.  Due to the specific requirements of this 

program, student selection is necessary for participation and is based on student behavior, academics, 

attendance, responsibility and maturity.  In addition to general admission standards, some Career Focus 

classes may have additional participation requirements.  Parents are responsible for any specific 

clothing, materials, and transportation or non-textbook supplies. 

 

All students will be excused from MBHS each day regardless of the number of days his/her class 

meets.  Students in a Career Focus class will be allowed to leave the MBHS campus to attend classes 

and schedules will be arranged to allow for participation within the usual constraints of scheduling.  

All classes are subject to interest and availability. 

 

CAREER FOCUS COURSES 

 

iLEARN (Learning Education by Assisting Rangers Now) 

Location:  Brookwood Forest Elementary 

Grades 11-12 (year) 

Prerequisite:  Application and Selection 

iLEARN (Learning Education by Assisting Rangers Now) is a course designed to promote 

collaboration between MBHS students and Brookwood Forest Elementary School.  This course 

provides an opportunity for high school students to assist in an elementary school on a daily basis.    In 

assisting an elementary teacher, students will have an opportunity to: work directly with elementary 

students, gain insight into elementary education, lead engaging learning experiences, and build 

relationships in the school community.  

 

LEADERSHIP MOUNTAIN BROOK (Entrepreneurship)  

Grade 11-12 (Year) 

Prerequisite: Application and Selection  

Leadership Mountain Brook students must be nominated by a MBHS teacher and then an application 

will be sent to the student. Student must apply by the stated deadline. This class is designed to offer 

students the opportunity to develop leadership skills, gain knowledge of business management, city 

government, and community service, and to apply these skills within the Mountain Brook area. 

Leadership Mountain Brook partners with the City of Mtn. Brook Mayor’s office and the Chamber of 

Commerce. These skills will transfer easily into college and adult life helping students become the 

leaders of tomorrow. Students must have 7th and 8th period available to participate in Leadership 

Mountain Brook.  

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

SCIENCE RESEARCH (Year-2 Credits)  

Grade 11-12 

Prerequisite: B Average in Biology and Chemistry; Recommendation by a MBHS Science 

Teacher; Application and Selection 

Science Research is a class in which approved students will locate a research scientist at UAB for a 

yearlong internship.  The student will have the opportunity to learn about the specific research project 

and will be actively involved in the work under the supervision of the scientist.  Each student will 

agree to work (unpaid) for the scientist for 9 hours each week.  In addition, the student will be required 

to design and carry out his/her own research project, with the assistance of a scientist mentor, and enter 

this work in the regional UAB Science Fair with the possibility of advancing to the state and national 

fairs.  Applications are due February 5, 2014, and can be picked up in the Counseling Suite, in Room 

417 or printed from the school website.  If accepted into the program, securing of a scientist and other 

requirements must be completed prior to August 1. 

 

STUDENT OUTREACH (Year)  

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Application and Selection 

Students select a non-profit organization or business, specific to his/her career goal and work closely 

with the employees and clients and agree to volunteer for a minimum of five hours each week.  

Students will learn about the operation of the organization/business and specific skills related to the 

goal of the company.  Students who participate in this class must show evidence of maturity, social 

responsibility, and initiative plus be comfortable working with the specific clients.   It is the student’s 

responsibility to secure an approved organization to mentor. Applications are due February 5, 2014, 

and can be picked up in the Counseling Suite, in Room 417 or printed from the school website.  If 

accepted into the program, securing of a mentor and other requirements must be completed prior to 

July 18 so that the FOCUS coordinator can visit each site during the last two weeks of July.  
 

EQUINE SCIENCE (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite:  Application and Selection 

Equine Science is a class that enables students to become knowledgeable in the areas of caring for and 

managing horses.  Equine health, nutrition, and safety are major instructional areas.  Students learn 

about tools, tack and facilities necessary for proper care of horses.  It is the student’s responsibility to 

secure an approved equine barn to mentor.  Applications are due February 5, 2014, and can be picked 

up in the Counseling Suite, in Room 417 or printed from the school website.  If accepted into the 

program, securing of a mentor and other requirements must be completed prior to July 18 so that the 

FOCUS coordinator can visit each site during the last two weeks of July.   

 

 

ADDITIONAL ELECTIVES 
 

 

ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Ancient Philosophy is an elective course in which students encounter the basics of ancient philosophy 

from the origins of philosophic thought and the Presocratics to Plato and Aristotle and beyond. 

Through reading both primary and secondary sources, students will encounter the ideas that formed the 

basis of the Western mind and the foundations upon which the major philosophical, political, and 

religious traditions of Western society are founded. The goal of the course is to give the students the 

opportunity to participate in a conversation that has been going on among the greatest minds in the 

world for over two and a half millennia. 



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 

Classical Mythology is an elective course in which students will become familiar with the major 

characters, stories, and themes of classical Greek and Roman mythology. Students will use a variety of 

sources to gain a strong understanding of the many stories of gods and heroes from the ancient 

Mediterranean. The end goal of the course is that students take what they have learned and understand 

the power and influence that these stories have had on Western Civilization, as well as on the students’ 

own lives. 

 

DRIVER EDUCATION (Semester)  

Grade 10-12 

Students spend the first nine weeks in the classroom receiving instruction in safe driving 

techniques.  At various times during the remainder of the semester, each student receives 6 hours of 

behind-the-wheel instruction. 

 

OFFICE AIDE (Semester)  

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Approval of Office Personnel 

Office Aide gives students experience with some of the basic office practices:  filing, preparation of 

mailings, telephone skills, etc.   

 

OLYMPIAN Pageant Staff (Year) 

Grade 11-12 

Requirement: Application and Selection 

The purpose of this staff is organize and orchestrate the Miss Olympian Pageant which is a major 

theatrical production held in January each year.  The application process for this staff is by invitation 

only.  The staff meets during 7th period and is awarded an elective credit. 

 

 

 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT 
 

ACADEMIC SKILLS 9 (Year) 

Grade 9 

This course is designed for students who need assistance in academic, organizational, and time 

management skills and addresses the academic needs of the student.  For maximum success, parents, 

students, and academic support teachers work together as a team. Recommendation is determined by a 

student’s grades and teacher recommendations as to a student’s overall needs. Students are re-

evaluated at the end of each grading period to determine eligibility. Per teacher recommendation and a 

Building Based Student Support Team decision, students achieving A’s and B’s will be automatically 

removed and placed into another elective for second semester. Successful completion of this course 

earns 1 credit towards the electives requirements for graduation. Placement made by school. 

 

ACADEMIC SKILLS 10-12 (Semester/Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation/SST(Student Support Team) Referral 

This course provides students the opportunity to receive support in academic management and 

assistance with their assignments. A weekly assignment book is required. The Academic Skills teacher 



   

   
 

 

 
 

monitors students’ grades in all subjects at least once a week allowing the teacher and the student to 

make evaluate weekly progress.  If a student enrolled in Academic Skills is not making progress in a 

subject, the content area teacher determines what type of intervention is necessary. 

 

MATH ENRICHMENT -SBR (Semester/Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 
SBR Math is a class designed for students who need to strengthen their foundation in math in order to 

better prepare for Algebra classes.  This class is taught in a small group setting and uses scientifically 

research-based mathematics materials that emphasize the skills needed to be successful in Algebra.   

 

READING ENRICHMENT –SBR (Semester/Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 

SBR Reading is a reading class designed for students who need to strengthen their reading foundation 

skills for the purpose of transferring these skills to their core and elective classes. This class is taught 

in a small group setting and uses scientifically research-based reading materials that emphasize 

vocabulary development, oral and silent reading, reading comprehension, and specific reading 

strategies.   

 

*RESOURCE LAB (Year) 

Grade 9-12 
Resource Lab provides remediation of academic material in the student’s course content areas.   In 

addition to one-on-one remediation, students are assisted with specific learning strategies, time 

management, and advocacy skills. Students in this course must have an Individual Education Plan.  

Elective credit is received for this course.  

 

TRANSITION (YEAR) 

This course is designed for students who need assistance with transitioning from grade to grade and to 

postsecondary services. To assist students with transition, the executive skills of planning, 

organization, and time management are taught using the student’s agenda and course content. In 

addition self-advocacy skills are taught through a weekly conference with the student where his/her 

grades is reviewed.  Students in this course must have an Individual Education Plan. Elective credit is 

received for this course.  

 

 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

All P.E. courses which are listed below as “one semester” will be offered both fall and spring 

semesters.  Students may sign up for one or both semesters of the same P.E. course. 

 

P.E. Adaptive (Year) 

Grade 9 

This PE course is offered for students with physical limitations. It provides participation in a variety of 

team and individual sports with individual accommodations made, as they are stated in the student’s 

IEP. Fitness and health principles are incorporated into the curriculum to build a foundation for 

lifetime fitness. Regulation gym suits are required and students will be assigned P.E. lockers. 

Recommendation required. Successful completion of this course earns .5 credit towards the electives 

requirements for graduation. 



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

PE: ATHLETICS JH (Semester) 

Grade 9 
This course is designed for students who participate in a school sponsored varsity or junior varsity 

sport that meets at Mountain Brook High School from 2:29-3:19 PM. Successful completion of this 

course earns .5 credit towards the electives requirements for graduation. 

 

PE WEIGHT TRAINING JH (Semester) 

Grade 9 

This course is designed for football players who want to continue weight training during the off 

season. This course meets at Mountain Brook High School at 7:30 AM. Successful completion of this 

course earns .5 credit towards the electives requirements for graduation. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION – LIFE (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

PE Life is designed to make physical activity a part of the lives of students beyond high school.  The 

class provides a blueprint for a lifetime of healthy living. Students are required to develop and 

maintain an individual level of fitness that forms the foundation for a healthy future. Required for 

classes started 2010.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING (Semester) 

Grade 10-12 
PE Strength and Conditioning includes the basic skills involved in strength and muscle conditioning.  

The course covers both beginning and advanced weight training techniques.  One of the main goals of 

this course is to teach overall lifetime fitness. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION – RECREATIONAL GAMES (Semester)  

Grade 10-12 

PE Rec Games is designed to teach skills and games that the student can use for the remainder of their 

life. Skills, techniques, and rules of many recreational type sports will be taught. A variety of activities, 

such as Ping Pong, Badminton, Board Games, Cards, Video Games, Frisbee Golf, Tennis, Golf, 

Bowling and others will be offered. Basic rules and skills will be taught in each activity.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - ADVANCED WEIGHT TRAINING (Semester)  

Grade 10-12 

Coach Yeager’s approval is required.    

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - ATHLETICS (Semester)  

Grade 10-12 

Prerequisite: Coach’s Approval 

PE Athletics will be taken during 8
th

 period by students who participate in a school-sponsored sport.  

Permission of the appropriate coach is required.  (Students who, for whatever reason, drop their PE 

athletic course after the fall semester will be placed in PE LIFE for the spring semester.) 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - ADVANCED CONDITIONING (Semester)  

Grade 10-12 

PE Advanced Conditioning is a good alternative for off-season sports.  Schedule includes lifting 

weights 2 days a week and fitness and conditioning activities 3 days a week.  This course is designed 

for those students interested in attaining a high level of strength and fitness.  (Offered 1st period only.) 



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

Health-OLE (Semester) 

Grade 9-12 

This course utilizes Moodle and other forms of technology to fulfill the state department requirements 

for an on-line experience.  It is a combination of direct teacher instruction and on-line learning. This 

course teaches CPR, first aid, nutrition, exercise, and abstinence from drugs, alcohol, and smoking. 

Successful completion of this course earns .5 credit towards the health requirement for graduation. 

SPORTS MEDICINE (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Sports Medicine is designed as an introductory and advanced, year-long course. Sports Medicine 

provides students with basic knowledge of the profession of athletic training. Topics include: the 

Athletic Trainer and Sports Medicine Team; emergency procedures; environmental considerations for 

athletics; taping and bandaging; physical conditioning and training; nutritional considerations for 

athletes; mechanisms of tissue healing; basic sports injury assessment; and orthopedic injuries to the 

body. Students will be required to complete hours outside of class in a laboratory setting, supervised by 

a certified athletic trainer. 

CHEERLEADERS -VARSITY AND JUNIOR VARSITY (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Spring Tryout Required 

Cheerleaders are selected the spring prior to the current school year by an outside panel of judges.  

Responsibilities for each group are outlined under Clubs and Organizations.  One non-academic credit 

is given and students selected are expected to enroll in the Cheerleading class.  Students are expected 

to maintain at least a C average in all subjects. 

 

DORIANS (Year) 

Grade 10-12 

Spring Tryout Required  

Dorians are a group of precision dancers who are selected each spring by a panel of outside 

judges.  Objectives are to perform at halftime activities at football and basketball games, to promote 

school spirit, and to be available for any school service activities.  An overall C average must be 

maintained, with no failures in any course. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



   

   
 

 

 
 

CLUBS & ORGANIZATIONS 
 

Mountain Brook High School offers students an opportunity to participate in extracurricular activities through 

membership in clubs and other organizations.  A brief outline of clubs follows. 

 

AMBASSADORS CLUB:  This is a coed service club designed primarily to assist new students and their 

families in becoming familiar with and involved in school activities.  The club will also render other services to 

the school and community as needed.  Members are selected on the basis of a written application and the 

consent of current membership. 

 

ART CLUB: Any student who is studying art and enjoys activities with others with the same interest is 

welcome to join this club.  Students may join at the first club meeting after school starts in the fall. 

 

NATIONAL ART HONOR SOCIETY: This is an honorary organization for outstanding Visual Art Students. 

Membership is based upon outstanding achievement of high standards and promoting visual art in the 

community.  To be considered for membership in the Mountain Brook High School Chapter, a student must  1) 

Be currently enrolled in a Level 2 or higher level visual arts class, 2) maintain an A average in all visual arts 

classes, and 3) have participated in approved community service events relating to visual arts. 

 

CHESS CLUB:  Club members study rules and strategies of chess and participate in chess matches. 

 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS:  This is a service club open to all students with a desire to support and engage with 

other students experiencing difficult circumstances.  This student-led club is designed to reach out and help 

other students feel comfortable attending social events sponsored by the school and engaging in social outings in 

the community. 

 

CROQUET CLUB:  This club is open to all croquet enthusiasts.  We gather with the express purpose of adding 

a touch of class to the high school.  Formal attire and light refreshments are features of our croquet matches.  

This club also features “touch-of-class” dress up days, during which club members dress in formal “croquet” 

attire.  School spirit is central to this club’s mission; hence special energy is given to our Homecoming float and 

support of MBHS website.   

 

FRENCH CLUB:  French students at all levels are invited to join this club.  Its objective is to acquaint students 

with French culture.  Membership is open at the beginning of the school year.  Activities include French dinners, 

French speakers, and participation in Homecoming activities. 

 

FRENCH HONOR SOCIETY:  Membership in this organization is extended to students who: (1) are 

recommended by their teachers, (2) are enrolled in at least the second semester of French II, and (3) have an "A" 

average in all French courses, and a “B” average in other academic classes.  There is one tapping each year, in 

the spring.  There are about 5 meetings during the school year, consisting of a short business meeting followed 

by a program on French culture and language. 

 

FUTURE BUSINESS LEADERS OF AMERICA:  This is a national organization for all high school students 

interested in a career in business.  The purpose of the club is to develop competent, aggressive business 

leadership, to strengthen the confidence of students in themselves and their work, to create more interest in and 

understanding of American business enterprise, to encourage the development of projects which contribute to 

the improvement of business and community, to develop character, prepare for useful citizenship, and foster 

patriotism, to encourage and practice efficient money management, to encourage scholarship and promote 

school loyalty, and to assist students in the establishment of career goals.  Students will have the opportunity to 

compete in local, state and national FBLA competitions. 

 

GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCE:  Mountain Brook High School's Gay-Straight Alliance is a club opened to all 

students at MBHS. The mission of the GSA is to promote a safe and accepting environment for all students, 

regardless of sexuality, gender orientation, advocacy efforts, or personal beliefs. 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

HERITAGE PANEL:  Heritage Panel is an organization dedicated to social justice and working for change in 

schools.   The goal of the Heritage Panel at MBHS is to make the school a more welcoming and inclusive place.  

Members are challenged to think about how their individual actions affect the school culture, and what steps 

they can take to change MBHS for the better.  Individuals are asked to make a commitment to discourage 

bullying, harassment and discrimination at MBHS.  Club activities will center on training and education of 

members and building awareness within the school.  The training of students and faculty participating in 

Heritage Panel is facilitated and directed by AmeriCorps and is a Social Justice Program of the YWCA of 

Central Alabama.  

 

INTERACT CLUB:  A selective co-ed service club devoted to helping the school and community in numerous 

ways.  Members are expected to complete at least 8 community service hours each nine weeks and commit to 

assisting with Interact sponsored events such as Habitat for Humanity, Mercedes Marathon and Relay For Life, 

etc.  Membership is open to those students who are chosen based on their application plus faculty and current 

officer votes.  Students who wish to join must submit a letter of application in the spring.  

 

KEY CLUB:  This co-ed service organization serves the school and the community in many worthwhile service 

projects that include UNICEF, Children’s Hospital, March of Dimes, and Adopt a Stream.  Students wishing to 

join must submit a letter of application in the spring.  Once submitted, applicants will be scored according to 

application, teacher recommendation and current member vote.  

 

LATIN CLUB:  This club is open to all current and former Latin students interested in learning about classical 

language and culture.  Activities include building a homecoming float, Latin banquets, Classical Cinema, Latin 

convention and more! Our objective is to celebrate the ancient world and enjoy the many gifts left to us by our 

ancient forebears. Disce in schola! 

 

LATIN HONOR SOCIETY:  Latin students must meet the following criteria in order to be eligible for this 

organization:  (1) a "B+" average in at least three years of Latin (underclassmen); (2) an "A" average in two 

years of Latin (seniors); (3) recommendation by Latin teachers. 

 

MU ALPHA THETA:  Members of this society are tapped in the spring of each year and must meet the 

following standards:  (1) Seniors:  3.5 average in math courses beginning with Algebra I; (2) Juniors and 

Sophomores:  4.0 average in math courses beginning with Algebra I; (3) must be enrolled in Precalculus, 

Statistics, or Calculus when tapped; (4) must have math teacher(s)’ recommendation. 

 

NATIONAL BUSINESS HONOR SOCIETY:  This is designed to recognize those students who truly excel in 

academic preparation and an eventual career in the business world.  The business department recognizes that in 

order to succeed as a true business leader, students need to be well prepared in terms of their academic, career 

skills, and leadership development.  The 2009-2010 school year was the charter year of this national 

organization.  MBHS was awarded charter membership in December 2009.  To be eligible for membership, 

students must meet the following requirements: 

1) a student must be a high school junior or senior 

2) The senior student must have completed or be currently enrolled in his/her third business education core 

course. The junior student must have completed his/her third business education core course. Core 

courses are Accounting, Business Law, Business and Personal Finance and Business Principles and 

Management.  

3) The student must have a minimum standard GPA, on a 4.0 scale, as follows: business courses average-

3.5; overall average-3.0. 

 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY: In accordance with guidelines developed by the national office of the 

National Honor Society, a Faculty Council of five high school teachers selects students for induction into the 

NHS.  To be considered by the Council for membership in the MBHS chapter, one must first attain a minimum 

92.0 cumulative grade point average in academic course work during the 10
th
 -grade and the first semester of the 

11
th
 grade. (Students not tapped for membership during their 11

th 
–grade year are considered for membership in 

their senior year, if their cumulative GPA through the first semester of the senior year reaches the minimum 

92.0.) Those who achieve this standard are asked in February to complete a Student Activity Information Form, 



   

   
 

 

 
 

wherein they list their school and community activities, leadership positions and other experiences. Students 

who meet these academic standards and submit the form are then eligible for consideration by the Council on 

the basis of character, leadership, and service. Annual induction ceremonies are held in the spring  

 

In accordance with guidelines from the national office, the selection procedure for the NHS will be revised 

beginning with the 1999/2000 academic year.  The academic standard of 92.0 GPA will remain the same.  Those 

who achieve this standard will be asked in early February to complete a Student Activity Information Form, 

prepared by the national office, and a parent is to sign the completed form to verify its accuracy.  The form is 

divided into 5 sections:  Co-curricular Activities; Leadership Positions; Service Activities; Other Community 

Activities; Work Experience, Recognition, and Awards.  The information will be used by the Faculty Council to 

assist with the selection process.  Submission of the form does not guarantee selection.  

 

NATURAL HELPERS:  This club is comprised of a cross section of students from the high school.  

Membership is open to all students.  All members must complete a one-day training session designed to enhance 

the listening skills of members and to provide them with an awareness of resources available to assist in dealing 

with crisis.  Additionally, information is presented on various issues that may emerge within peer groups.  The 

purpose of the club is to provide peer support within the various peer groups at the high school. 

 

OLYMPIAN PAGEANT STAFF:  The purpose of this staff is to organize and orchestrate the Miss Olympian 

Pageant which is a major theatrical production held each year.  The application process for this staff is by 

invitation only.  The staff meets during 7th period and is awarded an elective credit. 

 

OLYMPIAN YEARBOOK STAFF:  The Olympian is the yearbook published each spring.  Staff members are 

chosen in the spring according to these requirements:  1) Submission of written responses to questions and 

layout design problems for certain staff positions, 2) Interview by sponsors and editors for specific positions, 

and 3) Teacher recommendations and record of school attendance, 4) Final selection by the sponsors and editors. 

The staff meets during 7th period and is awarded elective credit.  The new staff will be in charge of publishing 

the spring Olympian supplement 

 

OUTREACH CLUB:  Outreach is a service club with no minimum hours or applications.  All are 

welcome!  This student-led club is designed to reach out to our own community as well as to the national and 

worldwide communities. Some of the club’s activities may include providing support to local humane shelters, 

participating in fund raising for the American Cancer Society and becoming involved in Invisible Children.   

  

SPANISH CLUB:  This club is open to all Spanish students and is an active organization that supports our 

fellow students, increases our knowledge of Hispanic culture, exhibits school spirit, and performs service in our 

community.  The club seeks to further our appreciation of Spanish and the many opportunities that exist with a 

solid proficiency in the language. 

 

SPANISH HONOR SOCIETY: Students who have completed the third year of Spanish and have maintained 

an A average in their Spanish courses are invited to join this national organization.  New members are tapped in 

the fall. 

 

SPARTAN PRIDE:  This group of students meets throughout the year, planning ways to promote school spirit 

and enthusiasm with such activities as bus trips and caravans to athletic events.  Activities include sponsoring 

the homecoming cookout, giving goodie bags to teams and groups throughout the school, and donating money 

for school spirit related purchases to organizations throughout the school. 
 

STAGE CREW:  Any student interested in the technical aspects of play production is invited to join the stage 

crew.  Members are involved in set construction, painting, lighting, sound and stage management during 

performances.  

    
STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION:  This association is designed to involve students in a 

meaningful and appropriate way in responsible decision-making concerning school policies and activities.  Only 

juniors may run for the offices of President, Girls' Vice-President, Boys' Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, 



   

   
 

 

 
 

Chaplain, and Representative.  Among other qualifications, candidates must have a "B" average in order to run 

for President and Vice-President, and a "B" average in order to run for any of the other offices.  A “C” average 

is required to run for representative.  Elections are held each May. 

 

T.A.S.C. (Teens Actively Serving the Community): TASC is a co-ed service club opened to all students with 

a desire to serve the community. TASC works with a variety of agencies around the city, and also sponsors 

independent projects that are voted on by the members and approved by our school administration. The club is 

currently partnering with other service organizations in collaborative efforts for several community projects in 

which our members have an interest.  

 

THESPIANS:  The objective of this club is to stimulate interest in the dramatic arts.  All students can join but 

to be accepted into International Thespians, the student must have at least 100 hours of work in drama.  Students 

may join in the fall or spring.  Activities consist of work on the play productions, district and state Trumbauer 

Competition, and the state Thespian Competition. 

 

ULTIMATE FRISBEE CLUB:  This club is open to all students who are interested in playing ultimate frisbee 

with other students.  In addition to organizing weekly games open to any who wish to play, the members of this 

club show school spirit by constructing a homecoming float and supporting other athletic teams. 

 

YOUNG MODERATES:  This is a student-run forum for open, nonpartisan, discussion of political 

ideas. We stand to provide a place for students who are seeking an open group to meet and discuss 

social, economic, and political issues civilly.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

MBHS Club Protocol 

 

1. Any student wanting to establish a club on campus must meet with administration 

for approval to begin a trial year. 

 

2. Once given approval, the student must find a sponsor.  The sponsor must be staff 

member at MBHS. 

 

3. After the sponsor has been secured, the student can begin to recruit initial 

members to begin planning for the club. 

 

4. A club purpose statement and goals must be created.  This must be approved by 

the sponsor before presented to administration. 

 

5. Once the purpose statement and goals are created, full recruitment can begin. 

 

6. The probationary club can meet on school campus on official club days and any 

other time agreed upon by sponsor.  All activities must be approved by the 

sponsor. 

 

 

7. Probationary clubs are not allowed to be in the homecoming parade, unless they 

petition the SGA and gain approval. 

 

8. Probationary clubs are not allowed to be notated on the website, on club 

documents or on T-shirts with the “MBHS” name. 

 

 

9. Once the probationary club has actively functioned for a probationary academic 

year, they can meet with administration, along with their sponsor to share about 

their year and what their club could bring to MBHS in the following years.  The 

administration will decide if the club can become an active MBHS official club. 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ALMA MATER 

 Oh, Alma Mater, here's to you-- 

 We put our trust in thee. 

 The Spartans green and gold  

Will ever bring us victory. 

 So here's to you, oh, Mountain Brook,  

 Our Alma Mater true, 

 We pledge in love and harmony  

Our loyalty to you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS CLASS OF 2015-2016 
 

ADVANCED DIPLOMA With Honors 
 
COURSE GROUP (Units 

Required for Graduation) 

COURSE TITLE COURSE UNIT VALUE 

English (4) English (9-12)  1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Mathematics (4 of the 

following)* 

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II with Trig, Discrete Math, 

Pre-calculus, or  Calculus 

1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Science (4) 4 Courses from Group 1 

(Biology and either Chemistry or Physics are required.)  

1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Social Studies (4) World History, U.S. History to 1877, U.S. History 1877 to 

the Present, Government & Economics 

1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Foreign Language (3)* 

 

French, Latin, Spanish  1 unit/course 

3 units total (same language) 

Physical Education/LIFE 

(MBHS)(1)** 

Physical Education/LIFE(MBHS) 1 unit/course 

Health Education (0.5) Health with online experience 0.5 units total 

Fine Arts (0.5) Any Fine Arts offering 0.5 units total 

Electives (3) Various selections 3 units total 

Technology Proficiency Demonstrated through passing of Technology Test or by 

taking Computer Applications* or Business Technology  

0 unit for  passing test 

.5 units for Comp App or 

Business Tech 

 Total 24 

 

ADVANCED DIPLOMA 
 
COURSE GROUP (Units 

Required for Graduation) 

COURSE TITLE COURSE UNIT VALUE 

English (4) English (9-12) 1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Mathematics (4)* Algebra I-A, Algebra I-B, Geometry, and Algebra II with 

Trig  OR 

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebraic Connections, and Algebra 

II with Trig    OR 

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II with Trig, Discrete Math, 

Pre-calculus, or Calculus    

1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Science (4) 3 Courses from Group I and 1 from either Group I or II 

(Biology and either Chemistry or Physics are required). 

1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Social Studies (4) World History, U.S. History to 1877, U.S. History 1877 to 

the Present, Government & Economics 

1 unit/course  

4 units total 

Foreign Language (2)* French, Latin, Spanish 1 unit/course 

2 units total (same language) 

Physical Education/LIFE 

(MBHS)(1)** 

Physical Education/LIFE(MBHS) 1 unit/course 

Health Education (0.5) Health with online experience 0.5 units total 

Fine Arts (0.5) Any Fine Arts offering 0.5 units total 

Electives (4) Various selections 4 units total 

Technology Proficiency Demonstrated through passing of Technology Test or by 

taking Computer Applications*or Business Technology  

0 unit for  passing test 

.5 units for Comp App or 

Business Tech 

 Total 24 

 

 

 
 



   

   
 

 

 
 

STANDARD DIPLOMA 
 

COURSE GROUP (Units 

Required for Graduation) 

Course Title Course Unit Value 

English (4) English (9-12) 1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Mathematics (4) 

 

Any four maths, including Algebra I and Geometry 

The Algebra I credit may be fulfilled by taking 

 Algebra I-A and Algebra I-B  

1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Science (4) Any four sciences including Biology and Physical Science, 

Chemistry, or Physics 

1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Social Studies (4) World History, U.S. History to 1877, U.S. History 1877 to 

the Present, Government & Economics 

1 unit/course 

4 units total 

Physical Education/LIFE 

(MBHS) (1)** 

Physical Education/LIFE 

(MBHS) 

1 unit/course 

Health Education (0.5) Health with online experience 0.5 units total 

Fine Arts (0.5) Any Fine Arts offering 0.5 units total 

Electives (6) Various selections 6 units total 

Technology Proficiency
 

Demonstrated through passing of Technology Test or by 

taking Computer Applications * or Business Technology  

0 unit for  passing test 

.5 units for Comp App or 

Business Tech 

 Total 24 
 

 

 

Students may take courses at the regular, advanced, and/or AP level in order to receive any of the above diplomas.   

 

*Both grade and credit for Algebra I, Level 1 of a foreign language, and/or Computer Applications taken in the 8th grade will appear on the 

student’s high school transcript.  These courses will count toward the 24 credits required for graduation and will be used in computing class rank 

and GPA.  

 

*Both grade and credit are allowed for Algebra I and Geometry in the 7th grade and will appear on the student’s high school transcript. 

 

**PE/Life Waiver: This course can be waived if students fulfill the course requirements through participation in school athletic teams, marching 

band, or selected performing vocal groups in 10th grade.  

 

Science Courses - GROUP I:  Biology, Adv. Biology, AP Biology, Anatomy and Physiology, Adv. Anatomy and Physiology, Chemistry, Chemistry II, Adv. 
Chemistry, AP Chemistry, AP Environmental Science, Physics, AP Physics B, AP Physics C                                      

                             GROUP II: Environmental Science, Marine Science, Physical Science, Forensic Science, Earth and Space Science  

 

 

DUAL ENROLLMENT/DUAL CREDIT 

Juniors and seniors with a "B" average are eligible under the Alabama State Board of Education Policy 801.03 to 

participate in dual enrollment/dual credit programs between public colleges and universities and Mountain Brook High 

School.  For more information, please contact your counselor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  

CLASS OF 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 

Graduations Requirements 
Mountain Brook High School 

Standard Diploma 
Beginning with the class of 2017, in order to earn an Alabama High School Diploma 
from Mountain Brook High School, students must take a course which includes an 
online experience AND meet the following requirements: 
Credits 
 
English Language Arts .......................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
English 9 ........................................................ 1 
English 10 ...................................................... 1 
English 11 ...................................................... 1 
English 12 ...................................................... 1 
 
Mathematics ........................................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
Algebra I ................................................. 1 or 2 
Geometry ....................................................... 1 
Algebra II.........................................................1 
Additional Math Courses ................................1 
 
Science.................................................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
Biology ........................................................... 1 
A Physical Science ........................................ 1 
Additional Science Courses............................ 2 
 
Social Studies ......................................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
World History ................................................ 1 
U.S. History ................................................... 2 
Government ................................................ 1/2 
Economics .................................................... ½ 
 
Physical Education .............................................................................................1 
Health Education ..............................................................................................1/2 
Career Technical Course, Fine Arts, or Foreign Language* ..........................3 
Career Prep…………………………………………………………………………….1 
Electives .........................................................................................................2 1/2 
TOTAL ...............................................................................................................24 
*Three courses must be from the Career Technical Education, Fine Arts, or Foreign Language, either 
from one area or any combination of the three. 
 

 
Graduations Requirements 



   

   
 

 

 
 

Mountain Brook High School 
Advanced Diploma 

 
Beginning with the class of 2017, in order to earn an Advanced Alabama High School 
Diploma from Mountain Brook High School, students must take a course which includes 
an online experience AND meet the following requirements: 
Credits 
 
English Language Arts ......................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
English 9 ........................................................ 1 
English 10 ...................................................... 1 
English 11 ...................................................... 1 
English 12 ...................................................... 1 
 
Mathematics ........................................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
Algebra I ........................................................ 1 
Geometry…………………………………….…. 1 
Algebra II with Trigonometry…………………..1 
Additional Math Course…………………..……1 
 
Science.................................................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
Biology ........................................................... 1 
Chemistry or Physics ..................................... 1 
Additional Life and/or Physical Science ......... 2 
(1 credit at a higher level) 
 
Social Studies ......................................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
World History ................................................ 1 
U.S. History ................................................... 2 
Government ................................................ 1/2 
Economics .................................................... ½ 
 
Physical Education .............................................................................................1 
Health Education ..............................................................................................1/2 
Fine Arts ...............................................................................................................1 
Career Preparedness ..........................................................................................1 
Career Technical Course, Fine Arts, or Foreign Language……………………1 
Foreign Language** ............................................................................................2 
Electives ........................................................................................................ 2 1/2 
TOTAL ................................................................................................................25 
**Two foreign language credits must be consecutive in the same foreign language. 

 
 
 

Graduations Requirements 



   

   
 

 

 
 

Mountain Brook High School 
Advanced Diploma with Honors 

 
Beginning with the class of 2017, in order to earn an Advanced Alabama High School 
Diploma with Honors from Mountain Brook High School, students must take a course 
which includes an online experience AND meet the following requirements: 
Credits 
 
English Language Arts ......................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
English 9 ........................................................ 1 
English 10 ...................................................... 1 
English 11 ...................................................... 1 
English 12 ...................................................... 1 
 
Mathematics ........................................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
Algebra I ........................................................ 1 
Geometry…………………………………….…..1 
Algebra II with Trigonometry…………………..1 
Pre-Calculus or Equivalent…………………….1 
 
Science.................................................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
Biology ........................................................... 1 
Chemistry or Physics ..................................... 1 
Additional Life and/or Physical Science ......... 2 
(2 credits at a higher level) 
 
Social Studies ......................................................................................................4 
Four credits to include the equivalent of: 
World History ................................................ 1 
U.S. History ................................................... 2 
Government ................................................ 1/2 
Economics .................................................... ½ 
 
Physical Education .............................................................................................1 
Health Education ..............................................................................................1/2 
Fine Arts ...............................................................................................................1 
Career Preparedness ......................................................................................... 1 
Foreign Language**. ...........................................................................................3 
Electives ........................................................................................................ 2 1/2 
TOTAL ............................................................................................................... 25 
**Three foreign language credits must be consecutive in the same foreign language. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



   

   
 

 

 
 

 

MOUNTAIN BROOK HIGH SCHOOL 

EDUCATIONAL PLAN 
 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Last     First            Middle 

 

CAREER CHOICE    EDUCATIONAL PLANS DIPLOMA CHOICE 
1st___________________________            College _______                 Advanced W. Honors______  

2nd__________________________             Technical_______  Advanced_______ 

                                                                     Military Service______                Standard________    

                                                                       Work Experience_______   Occupational_____ 

 

FOUR YEAR PLAN 

 

NINTH GRADE – YEAR __________ 

English 1 

World History 1500 to the Present 1 

Health Education ½ 

Math ________________________ 1 

Science______________________ 1 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

   Summer School ______________ ___ 

  Ninth Grade Credits ____ 

 

TENTH GRADE – YEAR __________ 

English 1 

U.S. History to 1877 1 

Math ________________________ 1 

Science______________________ 1 

PE/Life ______________________ 1 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

   Summer School ______________ ___ 

  Tenth Grade Credits ____ 

ELEVENTH GRADE – YEAR __________ 

English 1 

U.S. History 1877 to the Present 1 

Math ________________________ 1 

Science______________________ 1 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

   Summer School ______________ ___ 

  Eleventh Grade Credits ____ 

 

TWELFTH GRADE – YEAR __________ 

English 1 

Government & Economics 1 

Math ________________________ 1 

Science______________________ 1 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

Elective ______________________ ___ 

   Summer School ______________ ___ 

  Twelfth Grade Credits ____

 

 

**TOTAL CREDITS EARNED __________ 

 

EIGHTH GRADE – Year_________   

   (If Applicable) 

Algebra I_____________________ 

Foreign Language______________ 

Summer School________________ 
8th Grade Credits______________________ 

 

 

 

**Be sure that course requirements for standard, advanced, and occupational diplomas listed in registration booklet 

are fulfilled in order to receive desired diploma for graduation 

 

 

Student’s signature __________________________________        Date_______________ 
 

 

Parent’s signature __________________________________ 
 



      

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Math Flow Chart   2014-15 

6th grade Math 

Advanced Pre-Algebra Pre-Algebra 7 

Advanced Algebra I Pre-Algebra 8 

Geometry Algebra I Advanced Geometry 

 Advanced Algebra II w/Trig 
  Algebra II w/Trig 

 Advanced Precalculus 
 Precalculus 

Algebraic Connections Geometry Essential Geometry 

Advanced Algebra II 
w/Trig  

Algebra II 
w/Trig 

Algebraic 
Connections 

 AP Calculus BC 
 AP Calculus AB 
 Calculus 
 Discrete Mathematics 

Discrete Math 

 Advanced Precalculus 
 Precalculus 
 

 Alg. II w/Trig 
 Algebra II 

6th  

7th  

8th  

9th  

10th  

11th  

12th  

AP Statistics 

AP Statistics Discrete Math 



 

 

 

 

 
 

      12th Grade 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                      Group 1          Group 2 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Math Requirements Group 1 Group 2 
1 Completed Algebra I 
2 Completed or concurrently enrolled in Algebra II w/Trig 
3 Completed or concurrently enrolled in Pre-calculus 
4 Completed or concurrently enrolled in AP Calculus B/ 
5 Strong math background required 

Anatomy & Physiology 

All Chemistry 

Biology 

Physics 

All ADV & AP classes 

Physical Science 

Environmental Science 

Forensic Science 

Marine Science 

 

 

 

 

Biology 

Adv Biology 

Adv Chemistry
2
 

Physical Science 

Chemistry
1
 

Anatomy & Physiology 

Environmental Science 

Forensic Science 

Marine Science 

Chemistry
1
 

Anatomy & Physiology 

Adv Anatomy & Physiology 

AP Biology
5
 

AP Chemistry 
3
 

Chemistry II
2
 

Environmental Science 

Forensic Science 

Marine Science 

Physics
2
 

AP Physics B
3
 or C

4
 

Anatomy & Physiology 

Adv Anatomy & Physiology 

AP Biology
5
 

AP Chemistry 
3 

AP Environmental Science 

Chemistry II
2
 

Environmental Science 

Forensic Science 

Marine Science 

Physics
2
 

AP Physics B
3
 or C

4
 

Anatomy & Physiology 

Environmental Science 

Forensic Science 

Marine Science 

Physics
2
 

Chemistry II
2
 

AP Environmental Science 

Anatomy & Physiology 

Environmental Science 

Forensic Science 

Marine Science 

Physics
2
 

Science Curriculum Flowchart 

Grades 9-12 with Math Requirements 
(See Course Selection Guide for specific requirements/prerequisites.) 

 

  

9
th

 Grade  10
th

 Grade   11
th

 Grade    12
th

 Grade 

(Bold lines indicate most commonly chosen paths.) 



 

 

Career and Information Technology  

Curriculum Chart      

• Accounting Principles* 

• Business Essentials 

• Leadership Mountain Brook 

• Student Outreach 

• Equine Science 

• Workforce Essentials 

• iLEARN 

One Credit Courses  

(2 semesters) 

• Career Cooperative Education 

• Science Research 

Two Credit Courses 

(2 semesters)  

• Business Law* 

• Business Technology I 

• Business Technology II 

• Management Principles* 

• Business and Personal Finance* 

• Foundations of Engineering (9th) 

One-Half Credit 
Courses 

(1 semester) 

*core courses 

 

National Business Honor Society – (Senior) completed or currently enrolled in his/her third business education core 
course; (Junior) must have completed his/her third business education core course 
Business Completer - a student must earn a total of three business course credits in two or more business classes 
 
Articulation- (Applies only to Community Colleges) 

 Must earn a “B” (3.0 on a 4.0 scale) 

 Secondary coursework must be completed in grades 11 and 12. Students may receive articulation credit for 

coursework completed in the 10th grade where the student continues and completes coursework in the same 

program area through the 11th and 12th grade.  

 May receive articulation credit only for courses creditable to his or her declared program of study. 
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